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Dawn Purvis has asked: 
 
To ask the Minister of Education what formula or method the Belfast Education 
and Library Board uses to distribute money for youth clubs and services in 
Belfast. 
 
 
 
ANSWER  
 

Soláthraíonn an Roinn Oideachais maoiniú don Bhoird Oideachais agus 

Leabharlainne Bhéal Feirste le seirbhísí don aos óg a sholáthar sa cheantar. 

 

The Department of Education provides funding to the Belfast Education and 

Library Board for the provision of youth services in its area. 

 

It is the responsibility of the Boards to decide how to distribute their budgets and 

resources taking account of the need to ensure that resources are allocated on an 

equitable basis and based on an assessment of objective need. 

 



The Chief Executive of the Belfast Education and Library Board (BELB) has 

provided the following information on the methods used to distribute money for 

youth clubs and services in Belfast –  

 

 

Each Education and Library Board has a support scheme for voluntary youth 

groups.   The Belfast Education and Library Boards (BELB) scheme is based on 

a registration process which is followed through by the Area Youth Officer 

based on their detailed knowledge of their designated area.  I have placed a copy 

of the BELB Support Scheme in the library for your convenience. 

 

As the youth service works within a finite budget, any new bids for funding 

have to be balanced within available resources.  Where required, an assessment 

process is undertaken within the BELB to consider new bids for funding or 

‘gaps’ in youth service provision that are identified by area youth officers. 

 

The 5 Education and Library Boards youth services’ have recently completed an 

Equality Impact Assessment of their ‘Schemes of assistance for voluntary youth 

groups’.  This has resulted in the formation of a new common policy and 

guidance.  It is intended that this new scheme will be implemented by the 

Education and Skills Authority. 

 

 

 

 

Caitríona Ruane MLA 



 

Background Note 
 

The Department allocates funding to the Belfast Education and Library 

Board for the provision of youth services in its area. The Boards are 

responsible for the distribution of their budget and deployment of 

resources in their area.   

 

Each Board currently uses their own scheme which is based on a 

registration process (a copy of the BELB scheme has been placed in the 

library).   

 

The 5 Education and Library Boards youth services’ have recently 

completed an Equality Impact Assessment of their ‘Schemes of 

assistance for voluntary youth groups’.  This has resulted in the 

formation of a new common policy and guidance.  It is intended that this 

new scheme will be implemented by the Education and Skills Authority. 

 
Possible reasons for the Question 
 

Dawn Purvis MLA has also raised a second assembly question in 

relation to Belfast Education and Library Board youth service funding (I 

refer you to AQW 8471/09). 
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