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Background 
 
Regulation (EC) 561/2006 refers to the harmonisation of certain social legislation 
relating to road transport.  It amends Council Regulations (EEC) No 3821/98 and 
repeals Council Regulation (EEC) No 3820/85.  The Regulation entered into force on 
11 April 2007i. 
 
Exemptions and Derogations 
 
The legislation provides a list of vehicles which are exempt under the legislation.  
There is also a list of derogations that Member States can exclude from the rules 
within their own territories. 
 
In order to provide clarity on these and what they mean in practice, descriptions of 
the old exemptions vis à vis the new exemptions and the old derogations vis à vis the 
new derogations are listed in Appendix 1ii. 
 
 
Comparable derogations in other regions that matches the needs of the 
bakers. 
 
Further research has not uncovered any additional examples of derogations that 
have been granted by other European countries. 
 
Comment on meeting with Linwoods and Irwins 
 
The last paragraph of the notes of the meeting with Linwoods and Irwins indicate that 
the DoE has already referred this matter to the Department for Transport (DFT) for 
consideration.  Given the notes also indicate that there is uncertainty about the 
content of the case presented by the DoE the Committee may wish to consider 
requesting a copy of this document to inform the bakers of the details of the case. 
 
Furthermore the Committee may wish to consider requesting the bakers to submit a 
cogent and detailed case stating what their actual needs are, why there should be 
derogations for drivers employed by NI bakers, and what this derogation should 
actually entail.  
 
This would assist in consideration of the strength of the case already submitted by 
the DoE. 

                                                 
i With the exception of articles 10(5), 26(3) and (4) and 7 which entered into force on 1 May 
2006 
ii Taken from Drivers’ Hours and Tachograph Rules for Road Passenger Vehicles Northern 
Ireland and Europe. Driver Vehicle Testing Agency. Drivers Hours Guide PSV 
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