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Executive Summary and Conclusions

Executive Summary and Conclusions

The Agreement at Hillsborough Castle on 5 February 2010 set out, among other things, a
proposed timetable for the devolution of policing and justice matters. In accordance with
Section 4 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998, the first stage of the process would be the tabling,
jointly by the First Minister and the deputy First Minister, of a resolution requesting devolution.

The Assembly and Executive Review Committee decided to publish its Second Report on the
Arrangements for the Devolution of Policing and Justice Matters in time to inform Members

of its consideration of relevant matters, and in advance of the debate on the resolution and
cross-community vote which is expected to take place in the Assembly on 9 March 2010.

This report considers a number of matters including the financial implications of the
devolution of policing and justice matters; the role of the Attorney General; the arrangements
for the appointment, and removal, of judicial office holders; North/South policing and justice
agreements; parading; the Public Prosecution Service; and the Justice Minister’s position in
the Northern Ireland Executive.

Whilst the principal purpose of the report is to inform the debate which is expected to take
place on 9 March 2010, it contains the following conclusions:

Conclusions

The Committee concludes that there is merit in the sum of £1.328 billion being ‘ring-
fenced’ for policing and justice services within the Northern Ireland Executive’s overall
budget for 2010/2011. (Paragraph 38)

The Committee concludes that, in the interests of the good and proper regulation of
the way in which the Assembly conducts its business, it is important to have an early
resolution of matters relating to the role of the Attorney General. (Paragraph 48)

The Committee concludes that it will be necessary to have appropriate arrangements in
place to enable the Assembly to fulfil its scrutiny role in relation to prosecutorial policy,
spending and administration in the Public Prosecution Service. (Paragraph 60)

The Committee concludes that the independence of the Public Prosecution Service should
be maintained and that the matter of the accountability of the PPS should be examined by
the Justice Committee, once established. (Paragraph 61)

The Committee concludes that the procedures and protocols between the Justice Minister,
the Justice Committee and the Department and its agencies should be the same as those
applying for other Ministers in the Northern Ireland Executive, subject to compliance with
all appropriate policing and justice legislation. (Paragraph 64)
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Introduction

1. This, the Second Report on the Arrangements for the Devolution of Policing and Justice
Matters, follows on from two related Reports namely, the Report on the Inquiry into the
Devolution of Policing and Justice Matters — 22/07/08R?*; and the First Report on the
Arrangements for the Devolution of Policing and Justice Matters — 22/08/09R?. The Process
Paper published by the First Minister and the deputy First Minister on 18 November 2008
(which can be found in Appendix 5 of this report) also provides some context for this report.

2. On 13 May 2008, the Assembly and Executive Review Committee (hereinafter referred to
as the Committee) wrote to the Speaker of the Assembly to suggest that it would monitor
progress on the implementation of twenty-eight of the forty-one recommendations contained
in the Committee’s original report (22/07/08R).

3. When the Committee met on 9 September 2008 it considered a reply from the Speaker,
dated 8 September 2008, in which he acknowledged the significance of the Committee’s
work to date on policing and justice issues. The Committee also considered a letter from
the First Minister and the deputy First Minister, dated 28 July 2008, asking if the Committee
could undertake further work in relation to the devolution of policing and justice matters. At
this meeting, the Committee agreed to seek a fresh mandate from the Assembly to involve
itself further in matters relating to the devolution of policing and justice and to invite the First
Minister and the deputy First Minister to appear before the Committee so that the terms of
their letter of 28 July 2008 could be explored in more detail.

4. The Chairperson and Deputy Chairperson of the Committee met with the First Minister and
the deputy First Minister on 15 September 2008, when the First Minister and the deputy
First Minister indicated that they had a list of issues which needed consideration prior to the
devolution of policing and justice matters. They pointed out that they were working through
this list and that they would submit papers to the Committee on these as they progressed
and would make themselves available to appear before the Committee to provide briefing.

5. On 16 September 2008, the Committee agreed the terms of a motion to the Assembly seeking
a mandate to further consider issues relating to the devolution of policing and justice matters.

6. On 23 September 2008, the Assembly resolved:

That, in accordance with Standing Order 59(4)(b), this Assembly refers the following matters
to the Assembly and Executive Review Committee:

a review of progress on the implementation of the recommendations of, and the resolution
of outstanding issues identified in, the Report on the Inquiry into the Devolution of Policing
and Justice Matters (22/07/08R); and

consideration of any other matter relating to the devolution of policing and justice matters.

7. The Committee invited the First Minister and Deputy First Minister and the leaders of all the
political parties represented in the Assembly to submit their views on the matters that the
Committee should consider. On 14 October 2008 the Committee had decided upon a list of
twenty six issues, each of which it allocated to one of three categories as follows:

B Category One Issues - to be resolved, within the Committee, pre-devolution.

m  Category Two Issues - to be resolved by the Committee, pre-devolution but which might
require wider consultation and consideration.

m Category Three Issues - to be resolved, post-devolution.

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assem_exec/2007mandate/reports/report22_07_08R.htm
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assem_exec/2007mandate/reports/report22_08_09R.htm
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10.

11.

At its meeting on 18 November 2008, and in light of the Process Paper published that day by
the First Minister and the deputy First Minister, the Committee agreed that it would publish
its findings in two stages. The First Report on the Arrangements for the Devolution of Policing
and Justice Matters was published on 6 January 2009. That report dealt with some of the
Category One List of Issues and was debated in the Assembly on 20 January 2009 when it
was resolved:3

That this Assembly approves the First Report of the Assembly and Executive Review
Committee on the arrangements for the devolution of policing and justice matters.

The Agreement at Hillsborough Castle on 5 February 2010 set out, among other things,

a proposed timetable for the devolution of matters relating to policing and justice. In
accordance with Section 4 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998, the first stage of the process
would be the tabling, jointly by the First Minister and the deputy First Minister, of a resolution
requesting devolution.

The Assembly and Executive Review Committee decided to publish its Second Report on the
Arrangements for the Devolution of Policing and Justice Matters in time to inform Members

of its consideration of relevant matters, and in advance of the debate on the resolution and
cross-community vote, which is expected to take place in the Assembly on 9 March 2010.

This report considers a number of matters including;:

m the financial implications of the devolution of policing and justice powers;

®m the role of the Attorney General;

® the arrangements for the appointment, and removal, of judicial office holders;
®  North/South policing and justice agreements;

B parading;

m the Public Prosecution Service;

® the Justice Minister’s relationship with the Assembly; and

m the Justice Minister’s position in the Northern Ireland Executive.

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/record/reports2008/090120.htm#7
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

The Committee’s Approach

In its First Report on the Arrangements for the Devolution of Policing and Justice Matters
(22/07/08R), the Committee identified the importance of ensuring an adequate budget for
a Department of Justice, and at paragraph 46 of that report, the Committee signalled its
intention to examine the financial implications of devolving a range of policing and justice
matters as part of its detailed consideration of the Category Two Issues:*

46. The Committee considers that it will be vitally important to ensure that there is an
adequate budget for the department which will become responsible for the range of policing
and justice functions. In this regard, it intends to cooperate with the First Minister and
deputy First Minister, and the Minister for Finance and Personnel, as necessary, as part

of a complementary process, to examine the financial implications of devolving policing
and justice. For that reason, the Committee sought clarification from the First Minister and
deputy First Minister, on the respective roles of the First Minister and deputy First Minister,
the Minister for Finance and Personnel and the Assembly and Executive Review Committee
in terms of work required on finance matters. The Committee will return to this issue in
January 2009 as part of its detailed consideration of the Category Two List of Issues, more
about which can be found elsewhere in this report.

At its meeting on 10 December 2008, the Committee agreed to appoint a Specialist Adviser
to assist in its consideration of the financial aspects of the Category Two List and to allow it
to make progress on the other Category Two Issues.

On 27 January 2009, the Specialist Adviser, Mr. Victor Hewitt, Director of the Economic
Research Institute for Northern Ireland (ERINI), briefed the Committee on his role as
Specialist Adviser and gave an initial assessment of the financial implications of devolving
policing and justice matters.

The Committee issued a standing invitation to the First Minister and deputy First Minister for
them to appear before the Committee during its consideration of the Category Two Issues.
The Committee also agreed to consult with relevant individuals and organisations involved in
aspects of policing and justice.

On 27 January 2009, the Committee also agreed to re-extend “observer status” to those
political parties represented in the Assembly, but not represented on the Committee, when
the devolution of policing and justice matters was being considered. The Committee also
agreed to request information from the range of organisations providing policing and justice
services in Northern Ireland.

On 3 February 2009, the Committee agreed that it would concentrate on the financial
implications of devolving policing and justice matters and that the detailed consideration of
the wider Category Two Issues would resume in March 2009.

Twenty-four organisations providing a range of policing and justice services in Northern Ireland
made written submissions to the Committee (see Appendix 12) and these were referred to
the Specialist Adviser for analysis.

The Committee subsequently agreed to call on the following organisations to give oral evidence:
®  Northern Ireland Prison Service

®  Youth Justice Agency

®  Probation Board for Northern Ireland

® Northern Ireland Legal Services Commission

m  Northern Ireland Court Service

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assem_exec/2007mandate/reports/report22_08_09R.htm
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20.

21.

22,

23.

24,

25.

®  Public Prosecution Service

®  Compensation Agency

®m Forensic Science Northern Ireland

®  Northern Ireland Policing Board

B The Chief Constable, PSNI

® Police Rehabilitation and Retraining Trust

m The Secretary of State for Northern Ireland

The Committee also wrote to the Clerk/Director General of the Northern Ireland Assembly
requesting information about possible arrangements the Assembly would be making for
the devolution of policing and justice matters. The Director of Clerking and Reporting
subsequently provided a briefing to the Committee.

In order to gain a wider perspective on the devolution of policing and justice matters, the
Committee visited London, Edinburgh and Dublin for a series of meetings. On 16 and 17
June 2009 at Westminster, the Committee met with the Justice Secretary and the Justice
Committee. On 18 June 2009, at the Scottish Parliament, the Committee met with the Justice
Committee, Officials from the Lord Advocate’s office, the Solicitor General and the Justice
Minister. On 25 June 2009, at the Oireachtas, the Committee met with the deputy to the
Attorney General, the Justice Committee, the Justice Minister and the Garda Commissioner.

To further inform its deliberations, the Committee made repeated requests to the Secretary
of State for Northern Ireland to have sight of the range of documents which he had

advised the Committee would underpin the devolution of policing and justice matters (see
correspondence in Appendix 6).

The following documents were provided to the Committee, eventually, and can be found at
Appendix 4:

1. Agreement between the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland and the Government of Ireland on Co-operation on Criminal Justice
Matters

2. Concordat between Her Majesty’s Government and the Northern Ireland Executive on

the Independence of the Judiciary in Northern Ireland

3. Protocol on the Policing Architecture
4. Protocol on National Security
5. Agreement between the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Northern Ireland and the Government of Ireland on Police Co-operation

6. Concordat between Her Majesty’s Government and the Northern Ireland Executive on
the Independence of the Public Prosecution Service for Northern Ireland

7. Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of Ireland and the
Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland on information
sharing relating to sex offenders.

The Agreement at Hillsborough Castle was published on 5 February 2010 and is also
included in Appendix 4.

In light of the devolution timetable set out in Section 1.1 of the Agreement at Hillsborough
Castle, the Committee decided to seek to publish this report in time to inform the debate
on the resolution which is expected to be tabled, jointly by the First Minister and deputy First
Minister, in the Assembly on 9 March 2010.
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26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

The Financial Implications of the Devolution of
Policing and Justice Matters

This section of the report deals with Issue E of the Category Two List which relates to
financial matters. The Committee had a focus on three main questions, as follows:

m What is the extent of the financial provisions for a department which would exercise the
range of policing and justice functions?

B How, and when, should the financial negotiations with the NIO be conducted, and by whom?

®  Should any budget be ‘ring-fenced’?
The other Issues on the Category Two List are dealt with in a separate section of this report.

In its First Report on the Arrangements for the Devolution of Policing and Justice Matters
(22/08/09R), the Committee identified the financial implications of the devolution of policing
and justice to be of central importance.

The Committee acknowledged that in order to inform its deliberations on these issues it
would be necessary to consult with the various agencies, bodies and organisations which
provide the full range of policing and justice services. These organisations were then
invited to provide detailed financial information. In addition, the Secretary of State was
invited to ‘refresh’ the financial information provided during the Committee’s original Inquiry
(22/07/08R) and he was also asked to ensure that the relevant organisations co-operated,
fully, with the Committee’s investigations.

The Committee also identified a need to have specialist advice on the financial requirements
for any future department which would have responsibility for policing and justice matters.
The Committee decided it wished to draw on the services of someone with expertise in the
field of public sector finance and budgeting and embarked on a tendering exercise to enlist
the services of a Specialist Adviser to provide expert advice.

On 13 January 2009, and after a competitive tendering exercise, the Committee agreed to
appoint Mr Victor Hewitt, Director of the Economic Research Institute of Northern Ireland
(ERINI) as the Specialist Adviser to the Committee.

The Specialist Adviser made a number of appearances before the Committee from 27
January 2009 onwards and presented a series of working papers.

On 17 February 2009, the Specialist Adviser presented a paper to the Committee on his
initial analysis of the written submissions provided by the policing and justice organisations.
In examining identified pressures in the remaining two years of the Comprehensive Spending
Review 2007 period (CSR 07), the Specialist Adviser drew particular attention to pressures
on Legal Aid, Inquiries, Hearing Loss Claims and Equal Pay Claims.

A series of oral evidence sessions was conducted during February and March 2009. On 28
April 2009, the Specialist Adviser presented a further analysis in which he provided an outline
of the resource budgets together with an assessment of the budget pressures.

On 29 June 2009, the Specialist Adviser presented a further detailed analysis to the
Committee at a meeting which was also attended by the First Minister and the deputy First
Minister.

The First Minister and deputy First Minister welcomed the detailed analysis provided by the
Committee’s Specialist Adviser. They undertook to use the information in negotiations with
the Prime Minister for the purpose of securing a suitable financial settlement in addition to
the existing budget held by the Northern Ireland Office and the Lord Chancellor's Department.
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37.

38.

The outcome of these financial negotiations was published in a letter from the Prime Minister
on 21 October 2009. A second letter from the Prime Minister, also dated 21 October 2009,
was provided to the Committee, “in confidence”. The Committee subsequently sought
permission to publish this letter in its report and that permission was granted. Both letters
can be found in Appendix 3. On 10 November 2009, the First Minister and deputy First Minister
appeared before the Committee to discuss the correspondence from the Prime Minister and
they declared that they regarded the additional financial package to be acceptable.

At a meeting of the Committee on 18 February 2010, the Secretary of State confirmed

that, if there was a request for the transfer of policing and justice powers, a baseline figure
of £1.328 billion would be provided to cover policing and justice costs in 2010/2011. A
breakdown of the baseline figure was provided to the Committee by the NIO in a letter dated
19 February 2010; it can be found in Appendix 6. That baseline figure excludes the additional
financial package, which is considered to amount to some £800 million. A sum of £26 million
will remain with the future NIO to cover its costs in 2010/2011.

The Committee concludes that there is merit in the sum of £1.328 billion being ‘ring-fenced’
for policing and justice services within the Northern Ireland Executive’s overall budget for
2010/2011.
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39.

40.

41.

42,

The Category Two List of Issues, to be resolved by
the Committee, pre-devolution, but which might
require wider consultation and consideration
(excluding the financial implications of the
devolution of policing and justice matters)

This section of the report deals with the Committee’s consideration of the remaining Category
Two Issues.

In the context of its consideration of Issues A, B, C, D, G, H, | and J, below, the Committee
examined the seven Agreements, Concordats, Protocols and Memoranda of Understanding
which can be found at Appendix 4. Each of the political parties represented on the Committee
hold contrasting views on at least some of these documents, in their current form.
Furthermore, when they were presented to the Committee, a number of the documents were
considered, by some, to be defective. In this regard, the Committee offered suggestions on
how the documents might be improved, and some revisions were made, or may be made (see
Annex A of the letter from the NIO, dated 19 February 2010, in Appendix 6). The Committee
accepts that each of the documents is subject to review, and revision, in the run-up to, and
beyond any request there might be for policing and justice powers to be devolved, and that
individual political parties were likely to make separate representations in relation to these
documents.

Issue A: The Role of the Attorney General

The post of an Attorney General for Northern Ireland was first raised in the Report on the
Inquiry into the Devolution of Policing and Justice Matters (22/07/08R). It was acknowledged
that the appointment of an Attorney General was a matter for the First Minister and deputy
First Minister. Furthermore, when the issue was raised originally with the First Minister and
deputy First Minister, the Committee was advised that “no preparatory work had been done in
this regard; indeed the Committee was told that it was a matter for political resolution.”® The
Committee recommended that the First Minister and deputy First Minister should make the
necessary preparations for the appointment of an Attorney General before the devolution of
policing and justice (recommendation 21) and that the Attorney General post should, initially
at least, be a full time role (recommendation 22). The Report also identified a number of
governance issues associated with the post of Attorney General including his/her relationship
with the Northern Ireland Assembly and recommended that the Assembly should develop its
Standing Orders to allow the Attorney General to report to the Assembly (recommendation 25).

The Committee draws attention to the Justice (Northern Ireland) Act 2002 and the provisions
at Section 25 relating to the participation of the Attorney General in Assembly proceedings:

Justice (Northern Ireland) Act 2002
25 Participation by Attorney General in Assembly proceedings

(1) The Attorney General for Northern Ireland may participate in the proceedings of the
Assembly to the extent permitted by its standing orders but he may not vote in the
Assembly.

(2) The Assembly’s standing orders may in other respects provide that they are to apply to
the Attorney General of Northern Ireland as if he were a member of the Assembly.

P19 Report on the Inquiry into the Devolution of Policing and Justice Matters — 22/07/08R.
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43.

44.

45,

46.

47.

48.

(3) The Attorney General for Northern Ireland may, in any proceedings of the Assembly,
decline to answer any question or produce any document relating to the operation
of the system of prosecution of offences in any particular case if he considers that
answering the question or producing the document—

(a) might prejudice criminal proceedings in that case, or
(b) would be otherwise against the public interest.

(4) Section 43 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998 (c. 47) (interests of members of Assembly)
applies to the Attorney General for Northern Ireland as if he were a member of the
Assembly.

In its consideration of the Category Two List, the Committee revisited the question of the role
of the Attorney General and commissioned a research paper from the Assembly Research and
Library Services; this details the role and functions of the Attorney General (see Appendix 13).

In a letter to the Committee, dated 18 November 2008, the First Minister and deputy First
Minister stated that they were minded to invite Mr John Larkin QC to become the Attorney
General for Northern Ireland.

During the course of the Committee’s meeting on 15 September 2009, mention was made of
a paper submitted by Mr Larkin QC to the First Minister and deputy First Minister on issues
relating to the role of the Attorney General. The Committee requested sight of the paper. In
response, the First Minister and deputy First Minister confirmed they had asked Mr Larkin to
submit a paper to assist with preparations for establishing the Attorney General’s Office. They
pointed out that they were continuing to consider the paper. The Committee made a number
of subsequent requests for sight of the paper and also invited Mr Larkin to appear before the
Committee, an invitation which he declined.

In an oral evidence session on 18 February 2010, the First Minister and deputy First Minister
were again asked about Mr Larkin’s paper at which time the Committee was advised that

the paper remained under consideration and that it would be at least two weeks before the
paper and any response to it might be provided to the Committee. However, it emerged during
the oral evidence session that the Attorney General will act as the Chief Legal Adviser to the
Northern Ireland Executive. In light of this, the Committee subsequently wrote to the First
Minister and deputy First Minister and invited them to consider publishing Mr Larkin’s paper
and their response to it.

At a meeting on 23 February 2010, the Committee considered a response from the First
Minister and the deputy First Minister. The Committee decided to write a further letter to the
First Minister and the deputy First Minister to stress the Committee’s continued interest in
this matter. This correspondence can be found in Appendix 5.

The Committee plans to continue its interest in the role of the Attorney General, including

the arrangements which will need to be made to provide for the Attorney General to report
appropriately to the Assembly - taking account of the provisions in the Justice (Northern
Ireland) Act 2002, and the need for suitable Standing Orders. The Committee also considered
the question of whether the Attorney General should have ‘speaking rights’ in the Assembly.
The Committee had intended to give direction to the Committee of Procedures in this regard
but has been unable to do so. The Committee acknowledges the role of the Committee

on Procedures on such matters and recognises that, if there were to be a request for the
devolution of policing and justice powers, the Justice Committee, once established, would
also have an interest in the matter.

The Committee concludes that, in the interests of the good and proper regulation of the way
in which the Assembly conducts its business, it is important to have an early resolution of
matters relating to the role of the Attorney General.




Second Report on the Arrangements for the Devolution of Policing and Justice Matters — Volume One

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

Issue B: Appointments to the judiciary

The Committee acknowledges that its original consideration of this issue has been overtaken
by developments given that the Northern Ireland Act 2009 provides for initial arrangements
for the appointment, and removal, of judicial office holders. The Committee draws attention to
the fact that these arrangements are subject to review by the Assembly, by 1 May 2012.

In consideration of this issue the Committee also reviewed the Concordat on the
Independence of the Judiciary, which is one of the seven documents underpinning the
devolution of policing and justice (see Appendix 4) and offered suggestions on how the
document might be improved (see also the general commentary at the beginning of this
section of the report).

Issue C: Relationships between SOCA and the Security Services and the
Minister and the Assembly

Although this matter was discussed by the Committee on a number of occasions, there was
no consensus on what the relationship should be between SOCA and the Security Services,
and the Justice Minister and the Assembly.

Issue D: North/South policing and justice agreements and
requirements for a Justice Sector of the North South Ministerial Council

The earlier commentary at the beginning of this section of the report deals with the general
issue of North/South policing and justice arrangements.

Although the matter was discussed by the Committee on a number of occasions, there was
no consensus on the requirement for a Justice Sector of the North South Ministerial Council.

Issue E: Financial matters

This issue is dealt with in the previous section of this report.

Issue F: The Ashdown Review of Parading

The Committee had intended to address in this report what, if any, consideration should given
to the Ashdown Report on Parading, including whether there was a need for further clarity on
any associated powers which might be devolved.

Lord Ashdown was invited to appear before the Committee but he declined to do so for
reasons set out in correspondence which can be found in Appendix 7.

The Committee acknowledges that the matter of Parading is addressed in Section 2 of the
Agreement at Hillsborough Castle.

Although this matter was discussed by the Committee on a number of occasions, there was
no consensus on whether the Committee should give further consideration to this matter.

Issue G: Sponsorship, funding and scrutiny arrangements for the
Public Prosecution Service (PPS).

The Assembly agreed previously that the PPS should be a Non Ministerial Department. In a
letter from the NIO, dated 15 February 2010 (see Appendix 6), the funding arrangements for
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60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

the PPS are described. In effect, the PPS will be funded by monies appropriated to its own
vote by the Assembly, routed through DFP Supply.

Although the matter of the funding stream for the PPS was discussed by the Committee

on a number of occasions, there was no consensus on an alternative to the arrangements
described above. Nevertheless, the Committee is concerned to ensure that the PPS is
subject to proper scrutiny by the Assembly, in terms of matters relating to prosecutorial policy,
spending and administration.

The Committee concludes that it will be necessary to have appropriate arrangements in
place to enable the Assembly to fulfil its scrutiny role in relation to prosecutorial policy,
spending and administration in the Public Prosecution Service.

Issue H: The independence and accountability of the Public
Prosecution Service (PPS)
The Committee notes the references in Section 1 of the Agreement at Hillsborough Castle

about the independence of the judiciary and the Chief Constable, and the absence of similar
references about the Public Prosecution Service.

The Committee concludes that the independence of the Public Prosecution Service should be
maintained and that the matter of the accountability of the PPS should be examined by the
Justice Committee, once established.

Issue I: The advisory role in relation to the appointment of the Police
Ombudsman
The Committee notes the existing arrangements which provide for the First Minister and the

deputy First Minister to have an advisory role in relation to the appointment of the Police
Ombudsman.

Although this matter was discussed by the Committee on a number of occasions, there was
No consensus on any variation to the existing arrangements.

Issue J: The procedures and protocols between the Minister, an
Assembly Committee and any newly established department and its
associated agencies

The Committee discussed this matter on a number of occasions and also commented on the
Protocol on Policing Architecture (which can be found at Appendix 4).

The Committee concludes that the procedures and protocols between the Justice Minister,
the Justice Committee and the Department and its agencies should be the same as those
applying for other Ministers in the Northern Ireland Executive, subject to compliance with all
appropriate policing and justice legislation.

Issue K: The Minister’s position in, and relationship with,
the Executive Committee

The Committee notes, and draws attention to, the following references in Section 1. 8 - 1.10
of the Agreement at Hillsborough Castle about the relationship between the Justice Minister
and the Northern Ireland Executive:®

Agreement at Hillsborough Castle, 5 February 2010

11
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66.

67.

1.8. The Justice Minister will have the same status in the Executive as other Ministers -
the Justice Minister will have the same standing in terms of attending and voting at the
Executive and as with other Ministers the operation of the Department would be subject
to his/her direction and control. In this context as with other Ministers the Justice Minister
would have responsibility for operational matters within the Department.

1.9. Having regard to the particular responsibilities of the Justice Minister we have agreed
that quasi-judicial decisions shall be made by the Justice Minister without recourse to the
Executive.

1.10. The Justice Minister will bring any proposals he/she believes necessary to the
Executive detailing how the Ministerial Code or Procedural Guidance should be amended to
ensure effective decision-making in relation to urgent, confidential or other matters in his/
her Department which would normally require consideration by the Executive. Pending the
implementation of any agreed amendments to the Ministerial code or procedural guidance,
the Executive would normally grant retrospective approval to any decisions in which the
Minister had acted reasonably. However, the First Minister and deputy First Minister, acting
jointly may require any matter to be brought to the Executive for consideration or agree
jointly that retrospective approval would not be granted. Notwithstanding the above all
issues which cut across the responsibility of two or more ministers, legislative proposals and
financial allocations to the Department of Justice would require Executive consideration. It is
expected that any new arrangements would be in place by the summer recess.

General

In its First Report on the Arrangements for the Devolution of Policing and Justice Matters
(22/08/09R), the Committee made two related recommendations about a Standing Order
which would have the effect of preventing members of the Northern Ireland Policing Board,
or any District Policing Partnership, from serving, simultaneously, on the Assembly’s Justice
Committee. The Committee on Procedures was asked to consider Recommendations 14
and 15 of that report and that Committee has since developed a draft Standing Order (49A)
which will be considered by the Assembly. The Assembly and Executive Review Committee
has considered the matter further and has requested that, for completeness, the Committee
on Procedures should consider extending the provisions of draft Standing Order 49A to

also prevent members of the Belfast District Policing Partnership Sub-Groups from serving,
simultaneously, on the Assembly’s Justice Committee.

The Committee intends to monitor developments in relation to the devolution of policing and
justice matters, at least until the point of devolution.
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The Category Two List of Issues, to be resolved by the Committee, pre-devolution, but which might require wider consultation and consideration

The Category Two List of Issues

Is there a need to endorse Recommendation 22 of the Committee’s original report (that the
post of Attorney General should be a full time role, at least initially)?

Who might be responsible for appointments to the judiciary?

What should be the relationship between SOCA and the Security Services and the Minister/
Department/Assembly? (See also Category One List N - What needs to be done to ensure
that attention is given to having appropriate measures in place to address issues such as the
role of the security services?)

What needs to be done to ensure the maintenance of existing North/South policing and
justice agreements, and is there a requirement for a Justice Sector of the North South
Ministerial Council?

What is the extent of the financial provisions for a department which would exercise the range
of policing and justice functions? (See also Category One List Issue | - How, and when, should
the financial negotiations with the NIO be conducted, and by whom? See also Category One
List Issue J - Should any budget be ‘ring-fenced’?)

What, if any, consideration should there be of the Ashdown Report on Parading, and is

there a need for further clarity of the powers to be devolved, and, if so, should they include
matters relating to the Public Processions (Northern Ireland) Act 1989, flags and symbols and
recruitment to the PSNI?

In the context of Recommendation 26 of the Committee’s original report, to which
Department should the Public Prosecution Service be attached? (See also Category One List
Issue G)

In the context of Recommendation 27 of the Committee’s original report, about examining
the independence and accountability of the Public Prosecution Service, before, and following
devolution, what consideration should be given to this matter, pre-devolution?

In relation to Recommendation 30 of the Committee’s original report, who should undertake
the advisory role in relation to the appointment of the Police Ombudsman? (See also
Category One List Issue G)

What procedures and protocols will there need to be between the Minister, an Assembly
Committee and any newly established department and its associated agencies? (Additional
question introduced to Category Two List, following a decision, on 25 November, to re-locate it
from Category One List Issue 0)

What would be the status of the Minister’s position in, and relationship with, the Executive
Committee; and would the Minister be required to bring significant, or controversial, matters
to the Executive Committee?
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Minutes of Proceedings of the Committee Relating to the Report

4.1

Tuesday, 13 January 2009
Room 21, Parliament Buildings

Present: Mr Jimmy Spratt (Chairperson)
Mr Raymond McCartney (Deputy Chairperson)
Mr Alex Attwood
Mr Simon Hamilton
Mrs Carmel Hanna
Mr Nelson McCausland
Mr Alan McFarland
Mr Alex Maskey
Mr lan Paisley Jnr

In Attendance: Mr Stephen Graham (Assembly Clerk)
Mr Oliver Bellew (Assistant Assembly Clerk)
Ms Lynn Gray (Clerical Supervisor)
Miss Paula McManus (Clerical Officer)
Miss Annette Page (Clerical Officer)

Apologies: Mr John O’'Dowd
Mr Danny Kennedy

11.03 am The meeting opened at in public session.

Apologies
Apologies are detailed above.

Devolution of Policing and Justice Matters

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, the Chairperson
declared the following interests:

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

The Chairperson invited Members to declare their relevant interests.
Members declared the following interests:

Nelson McCausland

®  Member of Belfast District Policing Partnership

Alex Maskey

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

lan Paisley Jnr

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

Agreed: Members agreed to continue the practice of extending ‘observer status’ to those
parties represented in the Assembly, but not currently sitting on the Assembly
and Executive Review Committee.

Committee Briefing Paper 22/08/09 — Draft Forward Work Programme

Agreed: Members considered, and agreed, a draft forward work programme, but
acknowledged that it was subject to refinement.
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There was some discussion on the issue of the First Minister and deputy First Minister
appearing before the Committee.

On a proposal from Mr Attwood that:

“This Committee suggests that the First Minister and deputy First Minister appear before the
Committee on either 27 January or 3 February.”

Question put: That this Committee suggests that the First Minister and deputy First Minister
appear before the Committee on either 27 January or 3 February.

The Committee divided, Ayes 3; Noes 6.

Ayes Noes

Alex Attwood Jimmy Spratt
Carmel Hanna RaymondMcCartney
Alan McFarland Simon Hamilton

Nelson McCausland

Alex Maskey

lan Paisley Jnr

The proposal accordingly fell.
On a proposal from Mr Paisley Jnr that:

“That this Committee writes to the First Minister and deputy First Minister to advise them that it
intends to invite them to appear before the Committee, once it is ready to discuss the Category
Two List of Issues.”

Question put: That this Committee writes to the First Minister and deputy First Minister to
advise them that it intends to invite them to appear before the Committee, once it is ready to
discuss the Category Two List of Issues.

The Committee divided, Ayes 7; Noes O; Abstentions 2.

Ayes Abstentions
Jimmy Spratt Alex Attwood
Raymond McCartney Carmel Hanna

Simon Hamilton
Nelson McCausland
Alan McFarland
Alex Maskey

lan Paisley Jnr

Agreed: Members agreed not to commence consideration of the Category Two List of
Issues until the next meeting of the Committee.
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4.2

5.2

7.2

Appointment of a Specialist Adviser

Agreed: On a recommendation from the Chairperson, Members agreed to suspend the
meeting, following discussions on the substantive items on the agenda, in order
to facilitate a meeting of the Sub-Committee.

Correspondence

Members noted a response from the Chairperson to the Secretary of State’s letter of the 14
December 2008.

Members noted draft letters to the NIO and other organisations, currently providing the range
of policing and justice services in Northern Ireland.

Agreed: Members agreed the terms of the letters.

Agreed: Members agreed that the Specialist Adviser should be given an opportunity to
comment on the draft letters.

Agreed: Members agreed that any amendments to the draft letters should be relayed to
Members and that the deadline for receipt of responses should be 6 February
2009.

Any other business

There was some discussion on the merits of writing to the Security Minister, Mr Paul Goggins,
M.R to ask him:

B When does he anticipate legislation will be tabled in the House of Commons, arising from
the Committee’s Report?

®  Are there any matters, in the view of the NIO, which require to be concluded in order to be
included as part of the legislation?

Agreed: Members agreed to return to the issue.

There was some discussion on the issue of how long the debate on the Committee’s First
Report on the Arrangements for the Devolution of Policing and Justice Matters, should last
but there was no consensus within the Committee on the preferred duration of the debate.

11.55 am The Chairperson suspended the meeting.

2.04 pm The Chairperson resumed the meeting, in public session, with the following
Members also present:

Mr Raymond McCartney (Deputy Chairperson) Mr Simon Hamilton Mrs Carmel Hanna Mr Alex
Maskey Mr Nelson McCausland Mr Alan McFarland Mr lan Paisley Jnr

Appointment of a Specialist Adviser
The Chairperson reported the outcomes from the Sub-Committee meeting.

Agreed: Members agreed the recommendation of the Sub-Committee on the appointment
of a Specialist Adviser.

Agreed: Members agreed that the Committee Clerk would inform the successful
candidate and provide feedback to the unsuccessful candidate.

Agreed: Members agreed that Hansard would cover future meetings of the Committee
which would deal with the Category Two List of Issues.

Agreed: Members agreed to meet for as long as necessary each week to consider the
Category Two List of Issues.
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10.

Any other business

There was some further discussion on the merits of writing to the Security Minister (Iltem 7
above refers).

Agreed: Members agreed that there was no need, at this stage, to correspond with
the Security Minister other than to supply him with a copy of the Committee’s
Report, under embargo.

2.17 pm The Chairperson adjourned the meeting.

[EXTRACT]
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5.2

5.3

5.5

5.6

Tuesday, 27 January 2009
Room 21, Parliament Buildings

Present: Mr Jimmy Spratt (Chairperson)
Mr Raymond McCartney (Deputy Chairperson)
Mr Alex Attwood
Mr Simon Hamilton
Mrs Carmel Hanna
Mr Nelson McCausland
Mr Alan McFarland
Mr Alex Maskey
Mr John O’Dowd
Mr lan Paisley Jnr

In Attendance: Mrs Nuala Dunwoody (Clerk Assistant)
Mr Stephen Graham (Assembly Clerk)
Mr Oliver Bellew (Assistant Assembly Clerk)
Ms Lynn Gray (Clerical Supervisor)
Miss Paula McManus (Clerical Officer)
Mr Victor Hewitt (Specialist Adviser)

Apologies: Mr Danny Kennedy

11.06 am The meeting opened in public session.
Apologies

Apologies are detailed above.

11.11 am Mr O’'Dowd joined the meeting.

Correspondence

The Chairperson advised Members of correspondence from the Northern Ireland Policing
Board; the Northern Ireland Court Service; and An Garda Siochana, which acknowledged
receipt of the Committee’s report

Members noted a letter from the Chairperson to the First Minister and deputy First Minister,
reminding them of the standing invitation for them to appear before the Committee during its
consideration of the Category Two List of Issues.

Members noted letters which re-extended ‘observer status’ to those parties represented
in the Assembly but not, presently, represented on the Committee, when the devolution of
policing and justice is under consideration.

Members noted correspondence to the Secretary of State, and to those organisations
currently providing the range of policing and justice services in Northern Ireland, requesting
financial information.

A letter from the Northern Ireland Court Service was tabled for the attention of Members.

Agreed: Members agreed to deal with the letter during its consideration of the Category
Two List of Issues.

11.17 am Mr Hamilton left the meeting.
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6.

6.1

Devolution of Policing and Justice Matters

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, the Chairperson
declared the following interests:

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board
The Chairperson invited Members to declare their relevant interests.
Members declared the following interests:

Nelson McCausland

®  Member of Belfast District Policing Partnership

Alex Maskey

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

lan Paisley Jnr

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board
11.17 am Mr Hamilton rejoined the meeting.
Briefing Paper 23/08/09 — Specialist Adviser

Members noted a Committee briefing paper on the proposed work plan of the Specialist
Adviser.

11.20 am Mr Hewitt joined the meeting.

The Chairperson welcomed the Specialist Adviser, Mr Victor Hewitt, to the meeting, and
invited him to brief the Committee.

The Specialist Adviser briefed the Committee on:
m His role as a Specialist Adviser to the Committee;

B His initial assessment of the financial implications of devolving policing and justice into
the Northern Ireland public expenditure block in the context of the Barnett Formula; and

® the impact of proposed efficiency cuts.
This was followed by a question and answer session.

Agreed: Members agreed that all correspondence relating to the financial implications
of devolving policing and justice should be sent to the Specialist Adviser as a
matter of course.

11.26 am Mr Hamilton left the meeting.

11.29 am Mrs Hanna joined the meeting.

There was further discussion with the Specialist Adviser.

The Chairman thanked the Specialist Adviser for his presentation to the Committee.
11.37 am Mr Hewitt left the meeting.

11.37 am Mr McCartney left the meeting.

11.38 am Mrs Hanna left the meeting.
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6.2

6.2 A.

6.2 B.

6.2 C.

6.2 D.

6.2 E.

Committee Briefing Paper 11/08/09 — Fifth Revision — Initial Consideration of the Category
Two List of Issues

Members then turned their attention to, and considered, the following issues on the Category
2 List.

Is there a need to endorse Recommendation 22 of the Committee’s original report (that the
post of Attorney General should be a full time role, at least initially)?

There was some discussion on Issue A.

Agreed: Members agreed the post of Attorney General should be a full time post, at least
initially.

11.39 am Mr McCartney rejoined the meeting.

Who might be responsible for appointments to the judiciary?

There was some discussion on Issue B.

Agreed: Members agreed to return to the issue at a future meeting.

What should be the relationship between SOCA and the Security Services and the Minister/
Department/Assembly?

There was some discussion on Issue C.

11.47 am Mr Hamilton rejoined the meeting.

11.51 am Mr Attwood joined the meeting.

Agreed: Members agreed to return to the issue at a future meeting.

What needs to be done to ensure the maintenance of existing North/South policing and
justice arrangements?

There was some discussion on Issue D.

Agreed: Members agreed that Issue D should be merged with Issue E.

Is there a requirement for a Justice Sector of the North South Ministerial Council?
There was some discussion on Issues D and E.

Agreed: Members agreed to return to the issue at a future meeting.

Agreed: Members agreed, in principle, to invite the NIO to give oral evidence on a range
of memoranda of understanding and protocols in late February 2009.

Agreed: Members agreed that the NIO should provide information on a range of
memoranda of understanding and protocols in advance of the proposed oral
evidence session.

Agreed: The Clerk was asked to explore the possibility of officials from the Department
of Justice, Equality, Defence and Women’s Rights giving oral evidence to the
Committee.
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6.2 F

6.2.G

6.2.H

6.2.1

What is the extent of the financial provisions for a department which would exercise the range
of policing and justice functions?

There was some discussion on Issue F.

Agreed: Members agreed to return the issue once all written responses were received
from the Secretary of State and those organisations currently providing the range
of policing and justice services in Northern Ireland, and the Specialist Adviser
had made a further presentation to the Committee.

What, if any, consideration should there be of the Ashdown Report on Parading?
There was some discussion on Issue G.

Agreed: Members agreed that Issue G should be merged with Issue L.
12.12 pm Mr Hamilton left the meeting.

Agreed: Members agreed that the Chairperson should write to Lord Ashdown, seeking an
indication on when his report was likely to be published.

Agreed: Members agreed that the Clerk should write to the Chief Constable of the PSNI,
seeking an estimate on the costs of ‘policing’ parading in Northern Ireland in the
last five years, up to 2007/2008.

In the context of Recommendation 26 of the Committee’s original report, to which
Department should the Public Prosecution Service be attached?

There was some discussion on Issue H.
Agreed: Members agreed to return to the issue at a future meeting.

In the context of Recommendation 27 of the Committee’s original report, about examining
the independence and accountability of the Public Prosecution Service, before, and following
devolution, what consideration should be given to this matter, pre-devolution?

There was some discussion on Issue |.

Agreed: Members agreed to return to the issue at a future meeting.
Agreed: Members agreed to address Issues J, K and M at the next meeting of the
Committee.

12.38 pm The Chairperson adjourned the meeting.

[EXTRACT]
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6.1

Tuesday, 3 February 2009
Room 21, Parliament Buildings

Present: Mr Jimmy Spratt (Chairperson)
Mr Raymond McCartney (Deputy Chairperson)
Mr Alex Attwood
Mr Simon Hamilton
Mr Nelson McCausland
Mr Alan McFarland
Mr Alex Maskey
Mr John O’Dowd
Mr lan Paisley Jnr

In Attendance: Mr Stephen Graham (Assembly Clerk)
Mr Oliver Bellew (Assistant Assembly Clerk)
Ms Lynn Gray (Clerical Supervisor)
Miss Paula McManus (Clerical Officer)

Apologies: Mrs Carmel Hanna Mr Danny Kennedy
11.03 am The meeting opened at in public session.

Apologies
Apologies are detailed above.

Minutes of Proceedings of meeting held on 27 January 2009
Members agreed the Minutes of Proceedings of the meeting held on 27 January 2009.

Devolution of Policing and Justice Matters

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, the Chairperson
declared the following interests:

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

On behalf of Nelson McCausland, the Chairperson declared the following interest:

®  Member of Belfast District Policing Partnership
The Chairperson invited Members to declare their relevant interests.
Members declared the following interests:

Alex Maskey

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

lan Paisley Jnr

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

Briefing Paper 25/08/09 — Draft Forward Work Programme
Members considered a draft forward work programme.

There was some discussion on the merits of visiting other jurisdictions to get a better
understanding of the practical arrangements and impacts that those jurisdictions have
experienced in their respective governments.
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6.2

6.2 1.

6.2.]

6.2 K.

Agreed: Members agreed to re-consider the draft forward work programme after the
Specialist Adviser had made a presentation to the Committee on 17 February
20009.

Agreed: Members agreed that, in the meantime, the Committee would concentrate on

the financial implications of devolving policing and justice, and that the detailed
consideration of the other issues in the Category Two List of Issues would
resume in March 2009.

Agreed: Members agreed that the oral evidence sessions should be held, ordinarily, in
public session, in the Senate Chamber.

Agreed: Members agreed that the presentation by the Specialist Adviser on 17 February
2009, should be held in closed session.

There was some discussion about inviting the Minister for Finance and Personnel to appear
before the Committee, at the same time as the First Minister and deputy First Minister.

Agreed: Members agreed to keep the matter under review.

11.18 am Mr Attwood left the meeting.

Committee Briefing Paper 11/08/09 — Sixth Revision — Initial Consideration of the Category
Two List of Issues

Members then turned their attention to, and considered, the following issues on the Category
2 List.

In relation to Recommendation 30 of the Committee’s original report, who should undertake
the advisory role in relation to the appointment of the Police Ombudsman?

There was some discussion on Issue |.

Agreed: Members agreed to return to the issue at a future meeting.

What procedures and protocols will there need to be between the Minister, an Assembly
Committee and any newly established department and its associated agencies?

There was some discussion on Issue J, particularly in relation to the sensitivity attached to
some matters relating to policing and justice.

Agreed: Members agreed, in principle, that the procedures and protocols between the
Minister, an Assembly Committee and any newly established department and its
associated agencies should be the same as those which currently exist for other
Ministers in the Northern Ireland Executive.

What would be the status of the Minister’s position in, and relationship with, the Executive
Committee; and would the Minister be required to bring significant, or controversial, matters
to the Executive Committee?

There was some discussion on Issue K.
Agreed: Members agreed to return to the issue at a future meeting.
11.45 am The Chairperson adjourned the meeting.

[EXTRACT]
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Tuesday, 10 February 2009
Room 21, Parliament Buildings

Present: Mr Jimmy Spratt (Chairperson)
Mr Raymond McCartney (Deputy Chairperson)
Mr Alex Attwood
Mr Simon Hamilton
Mr Danny Kennedy
Mr Nelson McCausland
Mr Alan McFarland
Mr Alex Maskey
Mr John O’Dowd
Mr lan Paisley Jnr

In Attendance: Mrs Nuala Dunwoody (Clerk Assistant)
Mr Stephen Graham (Assembly Clerk)
Mr Oliver Bellew (Assistant Assembly Clerk)
Ms Lynn Gray (Clerical Supervisor)
Miss Paula McManus (Clerical Officer)

Apologies: Mrs Carmel Hanna

11.07 am The meeting opened in public session.

Apologies
Apologies are detailed above.

Chairperson’s Business

The Chairperson advised Members that the Committee had received responses from twenty
four of the twenty six organisations approached for financial information relating to the
devolution of policing and justice matters.

The Chairperson advised Members that the responses had been forwarded to the Specialist
Adviser for analysis.

Members noted that responses were still outstanding from the State Pathologist, who had
an estimated budget of £2.2million, and the Judicial Appointments Ombudsman, who had an
estimated budget of £125,000.

Agreed: Members agreed that the Clerk should write to the State Pathologist to re-iterate
the importance, and urgency, of responding to the Committee’s request.

11.10 am Mr John O’'Dowd joined the meeting.

The Chairperson advised Members that a response had been received from the Medical
Appeals Tribunal, which asked the Committee to refer its inquiry to the Department for Social
Development.

Agreed: The Committee agreed that the Clerk should seek clarification on whether
any budget for the Medical Appeals Tribunal would be transferred from the
Department of Social Development to the Courts Service.

The Chairperson advised Members that a pack containing all the responses, and a paper
from the Specialist Adviser, would be provided to Members on Thursday, 12 February 2009.

Members noted that the Specialist Adviser would make a presentation on his findings, in
closed session, on Tuesday, 17 February 2009.
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2.2

2.3

6.1

Agreed: Members agreed that the session should be covered by Hansard.

The Chairperson reported on a telephone conversation held with Lord Ashdown in relation to
his report on the Strategic Review of Parading, during which Lord Ashdown indicated that a
publication date could not be confirmed due to additional evidence sessions taking place.

The Chairperson reminded Members of an earlier agreement by the Committee, for the
Chairperson and Deputy Chairperson, in conjunction with the Chairperson and Deputy
Chairperson of the Committee of the Environment, to meet the Minister for the Environment
to discuss matters relating to dual mandates. Members noted that the meeting would take
place on 2 March 20009.

Minutes of Proceedings of meeting held on 3 February 2009
Members agreed the Minutes of Proceedings of the meeting held on 3 February 2009.

Matters Arising

Members noted that a paper on potential Committee visits to London, Edinburgh and Dublin
was being prepared by the Clerk.

Correspondence
Members noted a memo from the Clerk to the Committee on Procedures.

Agreed: The Committee agreed that the Clerk should respond to indicate that the
issues raised would be dealt with in the Committee’s second report on the
arrangements for the devolution of policing and justice matters.

11.22 am Mr Paisley Jnr joined the meeting.

Devolution of Policing and Justice Matters

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, the Chairperson
declared the following interests:

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board
Members declared the following interests:

Alex Maskey

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

lan Paisley Jnr

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

Nelson McCausland

®  Member of Belfast District Policing Board
Briefing Paper 26/08/09 — Judicial Appointments Commission
Members considered a briefing paper on the Judicial Appointments Commission.

Agreed: Members agreed that the Chairperson should write to the Secretary of State
to seek clarification on potential legislation which may be introduced in
Westminster, and to enquire if that legislation dealt with the future role of the
First Minister and deputy First Minister in making judicial appointments.

11.25 am Mr McCausland left the meeting.
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6.2

6.3

Briefing Paper 27/08/09 — Appointment of the Police Ombudsman
Members noted a briefing paper on the Appointment of the Police Ombudsman.
Briefing paper 28/08/09 —Public Prosecution Service

The Chairperson advised Members that a briefing paper on the Public Prosecution Service
would be circulated to Members on Thursday 12 February.

Any Other Business
11.31 am Mr McCausland re-joined the meeting

There was some discussion about the arrangements the Assembly Secretariat might be
making for devolution of policing and justice powers.

Agreed: Members agreed that the Clerk should write to the Director General to request a
report.

11.34 am The Chairperson adjourned the meeting.

[EXTRACT]
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5.2

Tuesday, 17 February 2009
Room 21, Parliament Buildings

Present: Mr Jimmy Spratt (Chairperson)
Mr Raymond McCartney (Deputy Chairperson)
Mr Alex Attwood
Mr Simon Hamilton
Mrs Carmel Hanna
Mr Nelson McCausland
Mr Alan McFarland
Mr Alex Maskey
Mr John O’Dowd
Mr lan Paisley Jnr

In Attendance: Mrs Nuala Dunwoody (Clerk Assistant)
Mr Stephen Graham (Assembly Clerk)
Mr Oliver Bellew (Assistant Assembly Clerk)
Ms Lynn Gray (Clerical Supervisor)
Miss Paula McManus (Clerical Officer)
Mr Victor Hewitt (Specialist Adviser)
Mr Stephen Pearson (Specialist Adviser)

Apologies: Mr Danny Kennedy

11.04 am The meeting opened in public session.
Apologies

Apologies are detailed above.

11.06 am Mr McCausland joined the meeting.
11.07 am Mr O’'Dowd joined the meeting.

Minutes of Proceedings of meeting held on 10 February 2009
Members agreed the Minutes of Proceedings of the meeting held on 10 February 2009.

Matters Arising
Medical Appeals Tribunal.

The Clerk advised Members that the budget for the Medical Appeals Tribunal was ‘de
minimis’.

11.08 am Mr Paisley Jnr. joined the meeting.

Correspondence

Members noted a letter from the Chairperson to the Secretary of State, which requested
details of legislation relating to the devolution of policing and justice, which may be
introduced in Westminster.

11.11 am Mr Alex Attwood joined the meeting.

Members noted a letter to the Director General, Mr Trevor Reaney, inquiring about possible
arrangements, which the Assembly Secretariat may be making, in preparation for any request
for devolution.
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5.3

6.1

6.2

Members noted a letter to the State Pathologist requesting an urgent response to the
Committee’s request for financial information.

11.14 am Mrs Carmel Hanna left the meeting.

11.14 am Meeting moved into closed session.

Devolution of Policing and Justice Matters

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, the Chairperson
declared the following interests:

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board
Members declared the following interests:

Alex Maskey

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

lan Paisley Jnr

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

Nelson McCausland

® Member of Belfast District Policing Board
Presentation by the Specialist Advisers, Mr. Victor Hewitt and Mr. Stephen Pearson.

Members noted a pack which contained information relating to written responses received
from the organisations currently providing the range of policing and justice services in
Northern Ireland.

11.16 am Mr Hewitt and Mr Pearson joined the meeting.

The Chairperson welcomed Mr Hewitt and Mr Pearson to the meeting and invited Mr Hewitt to
brief the Committee.

This was followed by a question and answer session.
11.35 am Mr Simon Hamilton left the meeting.

There was some discussion in relation to the selection of withesses who should be invited to
give oral evidence before the Committee.

Agreed: The Committee agreed to invite:
B Legal Services Commission,;
® NI Court Service;

B The Secretary of State for Northern Ireland;
m The Chief Constable, PSNI;

®m NI Prison Service;

®m Public Prosecution Service;

B Youth Justice Agency;

® Probation Board for NI;

®m Forensic Science;

B Compensation Agency;

® NI Policing Board;

® Police Rehabilitation and Retraining Trust.
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6.3 There was discussion in relation to the scheduling of Oral Evidence Sessions.

Agreed: Members agreed that the Committee Clerk should prepare, and circulate, a
schedule of oral evidence sessions.

6.4 Briefing Paper 28/8/09 — Public Prosecution Service
Members noted a briefing paper relating to the Public Prosecution Service.
12.20 pm The Chairperson adjourned the meeting.

[EXTRACT]
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5.2

Tuesday, 24 February 2009
Senate Chamber, Parliament Buildings

Present: Mr Jimmy Spratt (Chairperson)
Mr Raymond McCartney (Deputy Chairperson)
Mr Alex Attwood Mr Simon Hamilton
Mrs Carmel Hanna Mr Danny Kennedy
Mr Nelson McCausland
Mr Alan McFarland
Mr Alex Maskey
Mr John O’Dowd
Mr lan Paisley Jnr

In Attendance: Mr Stephen Graham (Assembly Clerk)
Mr Oliver Bellew (Assistant Assembly Clerk)
Ms Lynn Gray (Clerical Supervisor)
Miss Paula McManus (Clerical Officer)
Mr Victor Hewitt (Specialist Adviser)

Apologies: None

11.05 am The meeting opened in public session.

Apologies
Apologies are detailed above.

Chairperson’s Business

The Chairperson advised Members of an acknowledgement from the Secretary of State’s
Private Office, in relation to the Committee’s invitation to the Secretary of State to give oral
evidence.

Minutes of Proceedings of meeting held on 17 February 2009
Members agreed the Minutes of Proceedings of the meeting held on 17 February 2009.

Matters Arising
State Pathologist.

The Chairperson advised Members that a response had been received from the State
Pathologist, in relation to the Committee’s letter regarding the financial implications of
devolving policing and justice matters.

Correspondence

Members noted a letter from the Chairperson to the Secretary of State, inviting him to give
evidence before the Committee in relation to the Committee’s consideration of the financial
implications of devolving policing and justice matters.

Members noted a letter to the various organisations selected to give oral evidence before the
Committee in relation to its consideration of the financial implications of devolving policing
and justice matters.
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5.3 Members considered a response from Mr Trevor Reaney, Director General, in relation to the
arrangements which the Assembly Secretariat is making in preparation for the devolution of
policing and justice matters.

Agreed: Members agreed to invite the Director General of the Assembly to appear before
the Committee to provide an update on the arrangements within the Secretariat
for the possible devolution of policing and justice matters.

6. Devolution of Policing and Justice Matters
6.1 Prison Service — Oral Evidence Session

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, the Chairperson
declared the following interests:

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board
Members declared the following interests:

Alex Maskey

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

lan Paisley Jnr

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

Nelson McCausland

®  Member of Belfast District Policing Board

11.14 am Mr Hamilton joined the meeting

Members heard evidence from the following representatives of the Prison Service:
Mr Robin Masefield

Mr Mark McGuckin

Mr Max Murray

Ms Anne McCleary

This was followed by a question and answer session.

The session was recorded by Hansard.

12.01 pm Mr Hamilton and Mr Maskey left the meeting

12.02 pm Mrs Hanna and Mr Spratt left the meeting

12.02 pm The Deputy Chairperson (Mr Raymond McCartney) took the Chair
The Deputy Chairperson thanked the representatives for the briefing

12.18 pm The Prison Service representatives left the meeting

12.18 pm Mr Paisley Jnr left the meeting
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6.2

Youth Justice Agency — Oral Evidence Session

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, Members declared
the following interests:

Nelson McCausland

®  Member of Belfast District Policing Board
Members heard evidence from the following representatives of the Youth Justice Agency:

Mr Davie Weir
Mr Phil Tooze
Mr Gareth Bell

12.26 pm Mr Spratt rejoined the meeting and took the Chair.

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, the Chairperson
declared the following interest:

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board
12.28 pm Mr Kennedy left the meeting

12.32 pm Mr Paisley Jnr rejoined the meeting
12.38 pm Mr Maskey rejoined the meeting

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, Members declared
the following interests:

Alex Maskey

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

lan Paisley Jnr

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

This was followed by a question and answer session.

The session was recorded by Hansard.

The Chairperson thanked the representatives for the briefing

12.48 pm The Youth Justice Agency representatives left the meeting.

12.51 pm The Chairperson suspended the meeting.

1.42 pm The Chairperson resumed the meeting with the following Members also present:

Mr Raymond McCartney (Deputy Chairperson)
Mr Alex Attwood

Mr Simon Hamilton

Mr Alex Maskey

Mr Alan McFarland

Mr lan Paisley Jnr
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6.4 Probation Board NI — Oral Evidence Session

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, the Chairperson
declared the following interests:

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board
Members declared the following interests:

Alex Maskey

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

lan Paisley Jnr

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board
Members heard evidence from the following representatives of the Probation Board NI:

Mr Brian McCaughey

Mr David van Der Merwe
Ms Cheryl Lamont

Ms Maura Canavan

This was followed by a question and answer session.

The session was recorded by Hansard.

1.56 pm Mr Spratt left the meeting

1.56 pm The Deputy Chairperson (Mr Raymond McCartney) took the Chair
1.57 pm Mr Maskey left the meeting

2.14 pm Mr Spratt returned and took the Chair

2.15 pm Mr Paisley Jnr left the meeting

The Chairperson thanked the representatives for the briefing

2.23 pm The Probation Board representatives left the meeting.

2.25 pm The Chairperson adjourned the meeting.

[EXTRACT]

38



Minutes of Proceedings of the Committee Relating to the Report

5.2

Tuesday, 3 March 2009
Senate Chamber, Parliament Buildings

Present: Mr Jimmy Spratt (Chairperson)
Mr Raymond McCartney (Deputy Chairperson)
Mr Alex Attwood Mr Simon Hamilton
Mrs Carmel Hanna
Mr Nelson McCausland
Mr Alan McFarland
Mr John O’Dowd
Mr lan Paisley Jnr

In Attendance: Mr Stephen Graham (Assembly Clerk)
Mr Oliver Bellew (Assistant Assembly Clerk)
Ms Lynn Gray (Clerical Supervisor)
Miss Paula McManus (Clerical Officer)
Mr Victor Hewitt (Specialist Adviser)

Apologies: Mr Alex Maskey
11.06 am The meeting opened in closed session.

Apologies
Apologies are detailed above.

Specialist Adviser

The Specialist Adviser briefed Members on a joint supplementary paper by the Legal Services
Commission and the Northern Ireland Court Service.

11.15 am The meeting moved to public session.

Minutes of Proceedings of meeting held on 24 February 2009

Members agreed the Minutes of Proceedings of the meeting held on 24 February 2009, as
amended.

11.20 am Mr Attwood joined the meeting.
Letters of thanks

Agreed: Members agreed that letters of thanks would be sent to those organisations
who provided oral evidence to the Committee.

11.23 am Mr Attwood left the meeting.
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6. Devolution of Policing and Justice
6.1 Legal Services Commission — Oral Evidence Session

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, the Chairperson
declared the following interests:

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

Members heard evidence from the following representatives of the Legal Services
Commission:

Mr Jim Daniell
Mr Gerry Crossan

11.34 am Mr Paisley Jnr joined the meeting.

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, Mr Paisley Jnr
declared the following interest:

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

This was followed by a question and answer session.

The session was recorded by Hansard.

11.44 am Mr Attwood re-joined the meeting.

11.52 am Mr Hamilton left the meeting.

12.18 pm Mr Attwood left the meeting.

The Chairperson thanked the representatives for the briefing.

12.28 pm The Legal Services Commission representatives left the meeting.
6.2 NI Court Service — Oral Evidence Session

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, the Chairperson
declared the following interests:

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board
Members declared the following interests:

lan Paisley Jnr

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board
Members heard evidence from the following representatives of the NI Court Service:

Mr David Lavery

Ms Jacqui Durkin
Mr David Thompson
Mr Paul Andrews

12.39 pm Mr Attwood returned.
12.42 pm Mr Hamilton returned.

1.00 pm Mr McCausland joined the meeting.
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7.3

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, Mr McCausland
declared the following interest:

B Member of Belfast District Policing Board

This was followed by a question and answer session.

The session was recorded by Hansard.

1.14 pm Mr Hamilton left the meeting.

The Chairperson thanked the representatives for the briefing
1.51 pm The NI Court Service representatives left the meeting
1.51 pm Mr Attwood left the meeting.

Correspondence

Members noted a letter to the Director General inviting him, or the Director of Clerking, to
appear before the Committee to update Members on the arrangements within the Secretariat
for the possible devolution of policing and justice matters.

Agreed: Members agreed, in principle, to invite the Director General, or the Director of
Clerking, to update the Committee at the meeting on 31 March 2009.

Members noted a copy of the Northern Ireland Bill, which had been sent by the Secretary of State.

Visits to other legislatures

Members noted information relating to proposed visits by the Committee to other
legislatures.

Members noted that the Oireachtas Committee on Justice, Equality, Defence and Women'’s
Rights might be undertaking a visit to Belfast on 30 and 31 March, and that a joint meeting
of the two Committees might be possible on the evening of 30 March 2009.

Agreed: Members agreed that the Committee Clerk should prepare an alternative paper
based on one day visits to Westminster, Edinburgh and Dublin to assist the
Committee with its consideration of matters relating to the devolution of policing
and justice.

2.02 pm The Chairperson adjourned the meeting.

[EXTRACT]
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Tuesday, 10 March 2009 Senate Chamber,
Parliament Buildings

Present: Mr Raymond McCartney (Deputy Chairperson)
Mr Alex Attwood
Mr Simon Hamilton
Mrs Carmel Hanna
Mr Nelson McCausland
Mr Alan McFarland
Mr John O’Dowd
Mr lan Paisley Jnr

In Attendance: Mr Stephen Graham (Assembly Clerk)
Mr Oliver Bellew (Assistant Assembly Clerk)
Ms Lynn Gray (Clerical Supervisor)
Miss Paula McManus (Clerical Officer)
Mr Victor Hewitt (Specialist Adviser)

Apologies: Mr Jimmy Spratt (Chairperson)
Mr Danny Kennedy
Mr Alex Maskey

11.25 am The meeting opened in closed session.

Apologies
Apologies are detailed above.

Specialist Adviser
The Specialist Adviser briefed Members on an amended submission by Forensic Science NI.

11.27 am The meeting moved to public session.

Devolution of Policing and Justice

Public Prosecution Service — Oral Evidence Session

Members heard evidence from the following representatives of the Public Prosecution
Service:

Sir Alasdair Fraser
Mr Jimmy Scholes
Mr lan Hearst

This was followed by a question and answer session.

The session was recorded by Hansard.

The Deputy Chairperson thanked the representatives for the briefing.
12.25 pm The Public Prosecution Service representatives left the meeting.
12.26 pm Mr Hamilton left the meeting.

12.31 pm Mr McCausland joined the meeting.

12.34 pm Mr O’'Dowd joined the meeting.
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3.2

3.3

Compensation Agency - Oral Evidence Session

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, Mr McCausland
declared the following interest:

®  Member of Belfast District Policing Board
Members heard evidence from the following representatives of the Compensation Agency:

Mr Robert Crawford
Mr Ray Jones
Mr David Whitcroft

12.39 pm Mr Attwood left the meeting.

This was followed by a question and answer session.

The session was recorded by Hansard.

The Deputy Chairperson thanked the representatives for the briefing
1.02 pm The Compensation Agency representatives left the meeting
1.04 pm The Deputy Chairperson suspended the meeting.

2.03 pm The Deputy Chairperson resumed the meeting with the following Members also
present:

Mr Alex Attwood

Mr Nelson McCausland
Mr Alan McFarland

Mr John O’Dowd

Forensic Science NI - Oral Evidence Session

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, Mr McCausland
declared the following interest:

®  Member of Belfast District Policing Board
Members heard evidence from the following representatives of Forensic Science NI:

Mr Stan Brown

Mr Peter Connan
Mrs Janet Kirkwood
Mr David Brooks

2.14 pm Mr Paisley Jnr joined the meeting.

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, Mr Paisley Jnr
declared the following interest:

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

This was followed by a question and answer session.

The session was recorded by Hansard.

2.20 pm Mr McCausland left the meeting.

The Deputy Chairperson thanked the representatives for the briefing.

12.31 pm The Forensic Science NI representatives left the meeting.
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5. Minutes of Proceedings of meeting held on 3 March 2009
Members agreed the Minutes of Proceedings of the meeting held on 3 March 2009.

2.32 pm The Deputy Chairperson adjourned the meeting.

[EXTRACT]
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Tuesday, 24 March 2009
Senate Chamber, Parliament Buildings

Present: Mr Jimmy Spratt (Chairperson)
Mr Raymond McCartney (Deputy Chairperson)
Mr Alex Attwood
Mr Simon Hamilton
Mr Danny Kennedy
Mr Alan McFarland
Mr John O’Dowd
Mr lan Paisley Jnr

In Attendance: Mr Stephen Graham (Assembly Clerk)
Mr Oliver Bellew (Assistant Assembly Clerk)
Ms Lynn Gray (Clerical Supervisor)
Mr Chris McCreery (Clerical Officer)
Miss Paula McManus (Clerical Officer)
Mr Victor Hewitt (Specialist Adviser)

Apologies: Mrs Carmel Hanna
Mr Nelson McCausland
Mr Alex Maskey

11.07 am The meeting opened in public session.

Apologies
Apologies are detailed above.

Chairperson’s business
Transcripts of Evidence.

Agreed: Members agreed that the corrected transcripts of oral evidence should be
placed on the Committee’s website as a matter of routine.

11.12 am Mr Kennedy joined the meeting.

Minutes of Proceedings of meeting held on 10 March 2009
Members agreed the Minutes of Proceedings of the meeting held on 10 March 2009.

Matters arising
Oral Evidence session with the Secretary of State

The Chairperson advised Members that the Secretary of State would give evidence before the
Committee on Tuesday 31 March 2009, at the revised time of 2.30 pm.
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5. Devolution of Policing and Justice
5.1 Policing Board — Oral Evidence Session

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, the Chairperson
declared the following interests:

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board
Members declared the following interests:

lan Paisley Jnr

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board
Members heard evidence from the following representatives of the Policing Board:

Professor Sir Desmond Rea
Mr Barry Gilligan

Mr Adrian Donaldson

Mr Sam Hagen

This was followed by a question and answer session.

The session was recorded by Hansard.

12.20 pm Mr Kennedy left the meeting.

The Chairperson thanked the representatives for the briefing.

12.21 pm The Policing Board representatives left the meeting.
5.2 PSNI — Oral Evidence Session

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, the Chairperson
declared the following interests:

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board
Members declared the following interests:

lan Paisley Jnr
®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

Members heard evidence from the following representatives of the PSNI:

Sir Hugh Orde, Chief Constable
Mr David Best
Mr Mark McNaughten

This was followed by a question and answer session.

The session was recorded by Hansard.

12.50 pm The Chairperson suspended the meeting due to a division in the Chamber.
1.03 pm The Chairperson resumed the meeting with the following Members present:

Mr Raymond McCartney (Deputy Chairperson)
Mr Alex Attwood

Mr Simon Hamilton

Mr Alan McFarland

Mr lan Paisley Jnr
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5.3

The Committee resumed the question and answer session with representatives of the PSNI.
The session was recorded by Hansard.

1.12 pm Mr O’'Dowd rejoined the meeting.

1.32 pm Mr Paisley Jnr left the meeting.

1.32 pm Mr Kennedy rejoined the meeting.

The Chairperson thanked the representatives for the briefing

1.43 pm The PSNI representatives left the meeting

1.44 pm The Chairperson suspended the meeting.

2.17 pm The Chairperson resumed the meeting with the following Members also present:

Mr Raymond McCartney
Mr Alex Attwood

Mr Simon Hamilton

Mr Alan McFarland

Police Rehabilitation and Retraining Trust — Oral Evidence Session

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, the Chairperson
declared the following interests:

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board
Members heard evidence from the following representatives of Forensic Science NI:

Mr Eddie Gaw
Mr Sheamus Hamill

This was followed by a question and answer session.

The session was recorded by Hansard.

2.47 pm Mr McCausland left the meeting.

The Chairperson thanked the representatives for the briefing.

3.03 pm The Police Retraining and Rehabilitation Trust representatives left the meeting.
3.04 pm The Chairperson adjourned the meeting.

[EXTRACT]
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Tuesday, 31 March 2009
Senate Chamber, Parliament Buildings

Present: Mr Jimmy Spratt (Chairperson)
Mr Raymond McCartney (Deputy Chairperson)
Mr Simon Hamilton
Mrs Carmel Hanna
Mr Nelson McCausland
Mr Alan McFarland
Mr Alex Maskey
Mr John O’Dowd
Mr lan Paisley Jnr

In Attendance: Mr Stephen Graham (Assembly Clerk)
Mr Oliver Bellew (Assistant Assembly Clerk)
Ms Lynn Gray (Clerical Supervisor)
Miss Annette Page (Clerical Officer)
Miss Paula McManus (Clerical Officer)
Mr Victor Hewitt (Specialist Adviser)

Apologies: Mr Alex Attwood Mr Danny Kennedy
2.07 pm The meeting opened in closed session.

Apologies
Apologies are detailed above.

Presentation by the Specialist Adviser

The Specialist Adviser briefed Members on the financial pressures relating to policing and
justice.

Minutes of Proceedings of meeting held on 24 March 2009
Members agreed the Minutes of Proceedings of the meeting held on 24 March 2009.
2.30 pm The meeting moved to public session.

Assembly Secretariat — Arrangements for the Devolution of Policing and Justice Matters

Members considered correspondence from the Director General, and Director of Clerking, in
relation to arrangements within the Secretariat for any request for devolution.

Agreed: Following discussion, Members agreed that the proposed meeting with the
Director of Clerking should be held in closed session.

2.32 pm Mr McCartney joined the meeting.
2.34 pm The meeting moved to public session.
Devolution of Policing and Justice

Secretary of State — Oral Evidence Session

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, the Chairperson
declared the following interests:

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board
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8.2

Members declared the following interests:

Alex Maskey

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board
lan Paisley Jnr
®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

Nelson McCausland

®  Member of Belfast District Policing Board

Members heard evidence from the Secretary of State and the following Northern Ireland
Office representatives:

Ms Hilary Jackson Mr Anthony Harbinson

This was followed by a question and answer session.

The session was recorded by Hansard.

The Chairperson thanked the representatives for the briefing.

3.32 pm The Secretary of State and NIO representatives left the meeting.

Correspondence

Members noted letters to the PSNI and the NI Policing Board, which contained additional
questions about the financial implications of devolving a range of policing and justice
matters.

Members noted responses from:
® The Compensation Agency

® NI Court Service

B [egal Services Commission
®  Probation Board NI

®m  Forensic Science

® PSNI

®m Public Prosecution Service

®  Policing Board.
3.34 pm The Chairperson adjourned the meeting.

[EXTRACT]
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Tuesday, 21 April 2009
Room 21, Parliament Buildings

Present: Mr Raymond McCartney (Deputy Chairperson)
Mr Alex Attwood
Mr Simon Hamilton
Mrs Carmel Hanna
Mr Nelson McCausland
Mr Alan McFarland
Mr Alex Maskey
Mr John O’Dowd
Mr lan Paisley Jnr

In Attendance: Mr Stephen Graham (Assembly Clerk)
Mr Oliver Bellew (Assistant Assembly Clerk)
Ms Lynn Gray (Clerical Supervisor)
Miss Tara McKee (Clerical Supervisor)
Miss Paula McManus (Clerical Officer)

Apologies: Mr Jimmy Spratt (Chairperson)
11.07 pm The meeting opened in public session.

Apologies
Apologies are detailed above.

Minutes of Proceedings of meeting held on 31 March 2009
Members agreed the Minutes of Proceedings of the meeting held on 31 March 2009.

Correspondence

Members noted that a letter from the Director of Finance and Support Services, PSNI,
advising of severance costs for the PSNI in years 2009/10 and 2010/11, had been referred
to the Specialist Adviser.

11.18 am Mr Attwood joined the meeting.
11.18 am Mr O’'Dowd left the meeting.

Devolution of Policing and Justice

Committee Briefing Paper 11/08/09 — Seventh Revision — Initial Consideration of the
Category Two List of Issues

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, Members declared
the following interests:

Alex Maskey
®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board
lan Paisley Jnr

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

Nelson McCausland

®  Member of Belfast District Policing Board

50



Minutes of Proceedings of the Committee Relating to the Report

7.2 B.

7.2.C

7.2.D

7.2.E

7.2.F

7.2.G

Members then turned their attention to, and considered, the following issues on the Category
2 List.

Who might be responsible for appointments to the judiciary?
There was some discussion on Issue B.

Agreed: Members agreed that appointments to the judiciary would continue to be dealt
with through the current legislation.

What should be the relationship between SOCA and the Security Services and the Minister/
Department/Assembly? (See also Category One List N - What needs to be done to ensure that
attention is given to having appropriate measures in place to address issues such as the role of
the security services?)

There was some discussion on Issue C.

Agreed: Members agreed that the Chairperson should write to the Secretary of State,
requesting an update on the various Memoranda of Understanding and
Protocols.

What needs to be done to ensure the maintenance of existing North/South policing and
justice agreements, and is there a requirement for a Justice Sector of the North South
Ministerial Council?

There was some discussion on Issue D.

Agreed: The Committee agreed to write to the Secretary of State in relation to any North/
South justice arrangements which may be in place, at the point of devolution.

What is the extent of the financial provisions for a department which would exercise the range
of policing and justice functions? (See also Category One List Issue | - How, and when, should
the financial negotiations with the NIO be conducted, and by whom?

There was some discussion on Issue E.

Agreed: Members agreed to consider this issue further following the planned
presentation by the Specialist Adviser on 28 April 2009.

What, if any, consideration should there be of the Ashdown Report on Parading, and is there

a need for further clarities of the powers to be devolved, and, if so, should they include
matters relating to the Public Processions (Northern Ireland) Act 1989, flags and symbols and
recruitment to the PSNI?

There was some discussion on Issue F.

Agreed: Members agreed that the Chairperson should write to the Secretary of State to
request an update on when the Ashdown Report might be published.

In the context of Recommendation 26 of the Committee’s original report, to which
Department should the Public Prosecution Service be attached? (See also Category One List
Issue G)

There was some discussion on Issue G.
Agreed: Members agreed to return to the issue at a future meeting.

11.58 am Mrs Hanna left the meeting.
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7.2.H

7.2.1

7.2.K

In the context of Recommendation 27 of the Committee’s original report, about examining
the independence and accountability of the Public Prosecution Service, before, and following
devolution, what consideration should be given to this matter, pre-devolution?

There was some discussion on Issue H.
Agreed: Members agreed to return to the issue at a future meeting.

In relation to Recommendation 30 of the Committee’s original report, who should undertake
the advisory role in relation to the appointment of the Police Ombudsman? (See also
Category One List Issue G)

There was some discussion on Issue I.
Agreed: Members agreed to return to the issue at a future meeting.

What would be the status of the Minister’s position in, and relationship with, the Executive
Committee; and would the Minister be required to bring significant, or controversial, matters
to the Executive Committee?

There was some discussion on Issue K.

Agreed: Members agreed to return to the issue at a future meeting.
12.14 pm Mr O’'Dowd rejoined the meeting.

12.17 pm The Chairperson adjourned the meeting.

[EXTRACT]
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Tuesday, 28 April 2009
Room 144, Parliament Buildings

Present: Mr Jimmy Spratt (Chairperson)
Mr Raymond McCartney (Deputy Chairperson)
Mr Alex Attwood
Mr Simon Hamilton
Mrs Carmel Hanna
Mr Nelson McCausland
Mr Alan McFarland
Mr John O’Dowd
Mr lan Paisley Jnr

In Attendance: Mr Stephen Graham (Assembly Clerk)
Mr Oliver Bellew (Assistant Assembly Clerk)
Miss Tara McKee (Clerical Supervisor)
Miss Paula McManus (Clerical Officer)
Mr Victor Hewitt (Specialist Adviser)

Apologies: Mr Danny Kennedy
Mr Alex Maskey

11.06 am The meeting opened at in closed session.

Apologies
Apologies are detailed above.

Minutes of Proceedings of meeting held on 21 April 2009

Members agreed the Minutes of Proceedings of the meeting held on 21 April 2009.
11.08 am Mr Attwood joined the meeting

11.12 am Mrs Hanna and Mr McFarland joined the meeting

Presentation by the Specialist Adviser

The session was recorded by Hansard

11.14 am Mr Hewitt joined the meeting

The Chairperson welcomed Mr Hewitt to the meeting and invited him to brief the Committee
on the budgetary pressures of devolving policing and justice matters as represented in his
draft report.

This was followed by a question and answer session.
The Chairperson thanked the Specialist Adviser for the briefing.

Agreed: The Committee agreed that the Specialist Adviser should do further work on the
draft report.

Agreed: Members agreed, as a first step, to reflect on the draft paper by the Specialist
Adviser within their respective political parties. The Committee further agreed to
consider a revised draft report at a future meeting of the Committee, in closed
session.
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5.2

5.3

5.4

7.2.C

Agreed: Members agreed, as a second step, to advise the First Minister and deputy
First Minister, and the Minister for Finance and Personnel, of how it planned to
proceed with its consideration of the draft report and to invite the First Minister
and deputy First Minister, and the Finance Minister, to attend a future meeting of
the Committee, in closed session, at which the Specialist Adviser would make a
presentation on his revised draft report.

12.01 pm Mr Hewitt left the meeting
12.03 pm The meeting opened in public session

12.03 pm Mr McCartney, Mr Hamilton and Mr Paisley Jnr left the meeting

Correspondence
Members noted a letter to the First Minister and deputy First Minister in relation to the
Efficiency Review Panel.

Members noted a response to the leader of the Progressive Unionist Party, in relation to Multiple
Mandates.

Members noted a letter to the Secretary of State in relation to Memoranda of Understanding
and Protocols; the Ashdown Report; visits to other legislatures; and financial issues.

Visits to other legislatures

Agreed: The Committee agreed to write to the Minister for Justice, the Chairperson of
the Justice, Equality, Defence and Women’s Rights Committee, and the Garda
Commissioner in relation to a possible visit in late May, or early to mid June
2009.

12.05 pm Mr McCartney and Mr Hamilton rejoined the meeting

Devolution of Policing and Justice

Committee Briefing Paper 11/08/09 — Eighth Revision — Consideration of the Category Two
List of Issues

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, the Chairperson
declared the following interests:

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, Members declared
the following interests:

Nelson McCausland

®  Member of Belfast District Policing Board

Members then turned their attention to, and considered, the following issues on the Category
2 List.

What should be the relationship between SOCA and the Security Services and the Minister/
Department/Assembly? (See also Category One List N - What needs to be done to ensure
that attention is given to having appropriate measures in place to address issues such as the
role of the security services?)

There was some discussion on Issue C.

Agreed: Members agreed to revisit the issue following an update from the Secretary of
State, on the various Memoranda of Understanding and Protocols.
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7.2.D

7.2.E

7.2.F

7.2.G

7.2.H

7.2.1

7.2

What needs to be done to ensure the maintenance of existing North/South policing and
justice agreements, and is there a requirement for a Justice Sector of the North/South
Ministerial Council?

There was some discussion on Issue D.

Agreed: The Committee agreed to revisit the issue following a response from the
Secretary of State in relation to any North/ South justice arrangements which
may be in place, at the point of devolution.

What is the extent of the financial provisions for a department which would exercise the range
of policing and justice functions? (See also Category One List Issue | - How, and when, should
the financial negotiations with the NIO be conducted, and by whom?

There was some discussion on Issue E.

Agreed: Members agreed to revisit the issue again following a further presentation by the
Specialist Adviser.

What, if any, consideration should there be of the Ashdown Report on Parading, and is there

a need for further clarities of the powers to be devolved, and, if so, should they include
matters relating to the Public Processions (Northern Ireland) Act 1989, flags and symbols and
recruitment to the PSNI?

There was some discussion on Issue F.

Agreed: Members agreed to revisit the issue following an update from the Secretary of
State on when the Ashdown Report might be published.

In the context of Recommendation 26 of the Committee’s original report, to which
Department should the Public Prosecution Service be attached? (See also Category One List
Issue G)

There was some discussion on Issue G.

Agreed: Members agreed to consider the issue further, following visits to other
legislatures.

In the context of Recommendation 27 of the Committee’s original report, about examining
the independence and accountability of the Public Prosecution Service, before, and following
devolution, what consideration should be given to this matter, pre-devolution?

There was some discussion on Issue H.
Agreed: Members agreed to return to the issue at a future meeting.

In relation to Recommendation 30 of the Committee’s original report, who should undertake
the advisory role in relation to the appointment of the Police Ombudsman? (See also Category
One List Issue G)

There was some discussion on Issue I.
Agreed: Members agreed to return to the issue at a future meeting.

What procedures and protocols will there need to be between the Minister, an Assembly
Committee and any newly established department and its associated agencies? (Additional
question introduced to Category Two List, following a decision, on 25 November, to re-locate it
from Category One List Issue O)

There was some discussion on Issue J.
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7.2.K

Agreed: Members agreed to revisit the issue at a future meeting, and following visits to
other legislatures.

What would be the status of the Minister’s position in, and relationship with, the Executive
Committee; and would the Minister be required to bring significant, or controversial, matters
to the Executive Committee?

There was some discussion on Issue K.

Agreed: Members agreed to return to the issue at a future meeting.
12.27 pm Mrs Hanna left the meeting

12.40 pm The Chairperson adjourned the meeting.

[EXTRACT]
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Tuesday, 5 May 2009
Room 21, Parliament Buildings

Present: Mr Jimmy Spratt (Chairperson)
Mr Raymond McCartney (Deputy Chairperson)
Mr Alex Attwood
Mr Simon Hamilton
Mrs Carmel Hanna
Mr Danny Kennedy
Mr Nelson McCausland
Mr Alan McFarland
Mr Alex Maskey
Mr John O’Dowd

In Attendance: Mr John Stewart (Director of Clerking and Reporting)
Mrs Nuala Dunwoody (Clerk Assistant)
Mr Stephen Graham (Assembly Clerk)
Mr Oliver Bellew (Assistant Assembly Clerk)
Miss Tara McKee (Clerical Supervisor)
Miss Paula McManus (Clerical Officer)

Apologies: Mr lan Paisley Jnr
11.08 am The meeting opened in closed session.

Apologies
Apologies are detailed above.

Minutes of Proceedings of meeting held on 28 April 2009

Members agreed the Minutes of Proceedings of the meeting held on 28 April 2009, as
amended.

Devolution of Policing and Justice Matters
Oral briefing by the Director of Clerking and Reporting

The Director of Clerking and Reporting, Mr John Stewart, and the Clerk Assistant, Mrs Nuala
Dunwoody, briefed the Committee on the arrangements which the Assembly Secretariat was
making in the context of the devolution of policing and justice.

This was followed by a question and answer session.

11.35 am Mrs Hanna joined the meeting.

The Chairperson thanked the representatives for the briefing.

11.37 am The Director of Clerking and Reporting, and the Clerk Assistant left the meeting.
11.37 am Mr Maskey left the meeting.

11.38 am The meeting opened in public session.
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3.2

7.2.C

7.2.D

7.2.E

7.2.F

7.2.G

Committee Briefing Paper 11/08/09 — Ninth Revision — Consideration of the Category Two List
of Issues

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, the Chairperson
declared the following interests:

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, Members declared
the following interests:

Nelson McCausland

®  Member of Belfast District Policing Board

Members then turned their attention to, and considered, the following issues on the Category
2 List.

What should be the relationship between SOCA and the Security Services and the Minister/
Department/Assembly? (See also Category One List N - What needs to be done to ensure that
attention is given to having appropriate measures in place to address issues such as the role of
the security services?)

There was some discussion on Issue C.

Agreed: Members agreed to revisit the issue following an update from the Secretary of
State, on the various Memoranda of Understanding and Protocols.

What needs to be done to ensure the maintenance of existing North/South policing and
justice agreements, and is there a requirement for a Justice Sector of the North/South
Ministerial Council?

There was some discussion on Issue D.

Agreed: The Committee agreed to revisit the issue following a response from the
Secretary of State in relation to any North/ South justice arrangements which
may be in place, at the point of devolution.

What is the extent of the financial provisions for a department which would exercise the range
of policing and justice functions? (See also Category One List Issue | - How, and when, should
the financial negotiations with the NIO be conducted, and by whom?

There was some discussion on Issue E.

Agreed: Members agreed to revisit the issue again following a further presentation by the
Specialist Adviser.

What, if any, consideration should there be of the Ashdown Report on Parading, and is there

a need for further clarities of the powers to be devolved, and, if so, should they include
matters relating to the Public Processions (Northern Ireland) Act 1989, flags and symbols and
recruitment to the PSNI?

There was some discussion on Issue F.

Agreed: Members agreed to revisit the issue following an update from the Secretary of
State on when the Ashdown Report might be published.

11.45 am Mr Maskey rejoined the meeting.

In the context of Recommendation 26 of the Committee’s original report, to which
Department should the Public Prosecution Service be attached? (See also Category One List
Issue G)
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7.2.H

7.2.1

7.2.)

7.2.K

6.2

Members noted extracts from the Committee’s original report on the Inquiry into the
Devolution of Policing and Justice Matters.

There was some discussion on Issue G.

Agreed: Members agreed to consider the issue further, following visits to other
legislatures.

In the context of Recommendation 27 of the Committee’s original report, about examining
the independence and accountability of the Public Prosecution Service, before, and following
devolution, what consideration should be given to this matter, pre-devolution?

There was some discussion on Issue H.

Agreed: Members agreed to include Issue H as a substantive item for discussion at a
future meeting, before the end of May 2009.

In relation to Recommendation 30 of the Committee’s original report, who should undertake
the advisory role in relation to the appointment of the Police Ombudsman? (See also
Category One List Issue G)

There was some discussion on Issue I.
Agreed: Members agreed to return to the issue at a future meeting.

What procedures and protocols will there need to be between the Minister, an Assembly
Committee and any newly established department and its associated agencies? (Additional
question introduced to Category Two List, following a decision, on 25 November, to re-locate it
from Category One List Issue O)

There was some discussion on Issue J.

Agreed: Members agreed to revisit the issue at a future meeting, and following visits to
other legislatures, and, in the meantime, to write to the Director of Clerking and
Reporting and the Secretary of State, in relation to the issue.

What would be the status of the Minister’s position in, and relationship with, the Executive
Committee; and would the Minister be required to bring significant, or controversial, matters
to the Executive Committee?

There was some discussion on Issue K.
Agreed: Members agreed to return to the issue at a future meeting.
11.58 am Mr Kennedy joined the meeting.

Correspondence

Members noted correspondence to the Garda Commissioner, the Minister for Justice and the
Chairperson of the Justice Committee at the Oireachtas in relation to a potential Committee
visit to that legislature.

Members noted a letter from Sir Patrick Cormack, in relation to a proposed visit by the
Northern Ireland Affairs Committee during the week commencing 8 June 2009.

Agreed: Members agreed to conduct visits to London and Edinburgh in either the week
commencing 8 June 2009, or the week commencing 15th June 2009.

12.02 pm The Chairperson adjourned the meeting.

[EXTRACT]
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Tuesday, 12 May 2009
Room 21, Parliament Buildings

Present: Mr Raymond McCartney (Deputy Chairperson)
Mr Alex Attwood
Mr Nelson McCausland
Mr Alan McFarland
Mr Alex Maskey
Mr John O’Dowd
Mr lan Paisley Jnr

In Attendance: Mr Stephen Graham (Assembly Clerk)
Mr Oliver Bellew (Assistant Assembly Clerk)
Miss Tara McKee (Clerical Supervisor)
Mr Christopher McNickle (Clerical Officer)
Mr Tim Moore (Senior Researcher)
Ms Ruth Barry (Researcher)

Apologies: Mr Jimmy Spratt (Chairperson)
Mr Simon Hamilton
Mrs Carmel Hanna
Mr Danny Kennedy

11.04 am The meeting opened in closed session.

1. Apologies
Apologies are detailed above.

2. Chairperson’s business

Agreed: The Committee agreed that the Chairperson should write to the organisations
currently providing the range of policing and justice services in Northern Ireland,
to invite them to verify the financial information provided in the earlier written,
and oral, evidence.

11.07 am Mr Maskey joined the meeting.

3. Matters arising

Members noted a response from the Secretary of State, to the Committee’s letter of 27th
April 2009, in relation to Memoranda of Understanding and Protocols, the Ashdown Report,
visits to other legislatures, and financial matters.

Agreed: Members agreed to forward a copy of the Secretary of State’s response to the
Specialist Adviser, for comments.

Agreed: The Committee agreed that the Chairperson should write to the Secretary of
State to request details of the indicative contents of the Justice Agreement,
and to enquire about who was involved in developing the Memoranda of
Understanding, Protocols, and ‘letters between the two Governments’.

4. Correspondence

Members noted a letter to the Director of Clerking and Reporting, following his presentation
to the Committee on 5 May 2009.

Members noted a letter to the Secretary of State in relation to Memoranda of Understanding
and Protocols.
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7.1

7.2.C

7.2.D

7.2.E

Members noted a memo from the Clerk of the Committee for Finance and Personnel, relating
to the financial implications of devolving policing and justice matters.

Devolution of Policing and Justice Matters
Research Paper — The Attorney General for Northern Ireland

The Deputy Chairperson welcomed Tim Moore and Ruth Barry, Assembly Research Services,
and invited them to brief the Committee on a research paper on the Attorney General for
Northern Ireland.

This was followed by a question and answer session.

Agreed: The Committee agreed to request a further research paper on the comparative
roles, remits and relationships of the Attorney General in England, Scotland and
the Republic of Ireland.

The Deputy Chairperson thanked Mr Moore and Ms Barry for the presentation.
11.45 am Tim Moore and Ruth Barry left the meeting.

Committee Briefing Paper 11/08/09 — Tenth Revision — Consideration of the Category Two List
of Issues

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, Members declared
the following interests:

Nelson McCausland

®  Member of Belfast District Policing Board

Alex Maskey

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

Members then turned their attention to, and considered, the following issues on the Category
2 List.

What should be the relationship between SOCA and the Security Services and the Minister/
Department/Assembly? (See also Category One List N - What needs to be done to ensure
that attention is given to having appropriate measures in place to address issues such as the
role of the security services?)

There was some discussion on Issue C.

Agreed: Members agreed to revisit the issue following an update from the Secretary of
State, on the various Memoranda of Understanding and Protocols.

What needs to be done to ensure the maintenance of existing North/South policing and
justice agreements, and is there a requirement for a Justice Sector of the North/South
Ministerial Council?

There was some discussion on Issue D.

Agreed: The Committee agreed to revisit the issue following consideration of the
response from the Secretary of State in relation to any North/ South justice
arrangements which may be in place, at the point of devolution.

What is the extent of the financial provisions for a department which would exercise the range
of policing and justice functions? (See also Category One List Issue | - How, and when, should
the financial negotiations with the NIO be conducted, and by whom?

There was some discussion on Issue E.
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7.2.F

7.2.G

7.2.H

7.2.1

7.2.)

7.2.K

Agreed: Members agreed to revisit the issue again following a further presentation by the
Specialist Adviser.

What, if any, consideration should there be of the Ashdown Report on Parading, and is there

a need for further clarities of the powers to be devolved, and, if so, should they include
matters relating to the Public Processions (Northern Ireland) Act 1989, flags and symbols and
recruitment to the PSNI?

There was some discussion on Issue F.

Agreed: Members agreed to revisit the issue following an update on when the Ashdown
Report might be published.

In the context of Recommendation 26 of the Committee’s original report, to which
Department should the Public Prosecution Service be attached? (See also Category One List
Issue G)

There was some discussion on Issue G.

Agreed: Members agreed to consider the issue further, following visits to other
legislatures.

In the context of Recommendation 27 of the Committee’s original report, about examining
the independence and accountability of the Public Prosecution Service, before, and following
devolution, what consideration should be given to this matter, pre-devolution?

There was some discussion on Issue H.

Agreed: Members agreed to include Issue H as a substantive item for discussion at the
Committee meeting on 19 May 2009.

In relation to Recommendation 30 of the Committee’s original report, who should undertake
the advisory role in relation to the appointment of the Police Ombudsman? (See also
Category One List Issue G)

There was some discussion on Issue I.
Agreed: Members agreed to return to the issue at a future meeting.

What procedures and protocols will there need to be between the Minister, an Assembly
Committee and any newly established department and its associated agencies? (Additional
question introduced to Category Two List, following a decision, on 25 November, to re-locate it
from Category One List Issue O)

There was some discussion on Issue J.

Agreed: Members agreed to revisit the issue at a future meeting, and following visits to
other legislatures.

What would be the status of the Minister’s position in, and relationship with, the Executive
Committee; and would the Minister be required to bring significant, or controversial, matters to
the Executive Committee?

There was some discussion on Issue K.
Agreed: Members agreed to return to the issue at a future meeting.
12.07 pm The Deputy Chairperson adjourned the meeting.

[EXTRACT]
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2.2

Tuesday, 19 May 2009
Room 135, Parliament Buildings

Present: Mr Raymond McCartney (Deputy Chairperson)
Mr Alex Attwood
Mrs Carmel Hanna
Mr Nelson McCausland
Mr Alan McFarland
Mr Alex Maskey
Mr lan Paisley Jnr

In Attendance: Mr Stephen Graham (Assembly Clerk)
Mr Oliver Bellew (Assistant Assembly Clerk)
Miss Tara McKee (Clerical Supervisor)
Miss Paula McManus (Clerical Officer)

Apologies: Mr Jimmy Spratt (Chairperson)
Mr Simon Hamilton
Mr Danny Kennedy
Mr John O’Dowd

11.03 am The meeting opened in public session.

Apologies
Apologies are detailed above.

Matters arising
Financial implications of devolving policing and justice matters.

The Deputy Chairperson advised Members that, in relation to the Committee’s letter to
the organisations providing the range of policing and justice services, responses had been
received from all of the organisations except:

® NI Judicial Appointments Commission
m NI| State Pathologist
m PSNI Independent Assessor

Members noted that a copy of all responses had been forwarded to the Specialist Adviser.

Agreed: The Committee agreed that copies of the responses should be provided to
Members, in advance of the meeting on 26 May 2009.

Visits to other legislatures

Members noted a tabled paper containing a draft itinerary for the Committee’s proposed
visits to other legislatures.

11.07 am Mr Attwood left the meeting

Agreed: Members agreed that the Committee Clerk should seek to re-schedule the visit
to Dublin, in the week commencing 22, or 29, June 2009, and to proceed with
the visit programme for London and Edinburgh on 16, 17 and 18 June 2009.
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3.

Correspondence

Members noted a letter to the First and deputy First Minister, and which had been copied
to the Minister for Finance and Personnel, indicating potential dates for them to attend a
meeting of the Committee, for a presentation by the Specialist Adviser, in closed session.

Members noted a further letter to the Secretary of State in relation to Memoranda of
Understanding and Protocols.

Members noted a response from the Minister for Finance and Personnel, to the Committee’s
invitation to the presentation by the Specialist Adviser.

Members noted a response from the Correspondence Secretary at OFMDFM, advising
that the Committee’s letter, in relation to the Efficiency Review Panel, was still under
consideration.

Devolution of Policing and Justice Matters

Committee Briefing Paper 11/08/09 — Eleventh Revision — Consideration of the Category Two
List of Issues

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, Members declared
the following interests:

Nelson McCausland

®  Member of Belfast District Policing Board

Alex Maskey

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board
lan Paisley Jnr

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

Members indicated that they had nothing further to report in relation to the Category Two List
of Issues.

Agreed: Members agreed to return to the Category Two List of Issues at the next meeting
of the Committee.

Independence and Accountability of the Public Prosecution Service

There was a brief discussion about the independence and accountability of the Public
Prosecution Service.

Agreed: Members agreed to defer consideration of the issue until after the Committee’s
visits to other legislatures.

11.21 am The Deputy Chairperson adjourned the meeting.

[EXTRACT]
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Tuesday, 26 May 2009
Room 144, Parliament Buildings

Present: Mr Jimmy Spratt (Chairperson)

Mr Raymond McCartney (Deputy Chairperson)
Mr Alex Attwood

Mr Simon Hamilton

Mrs Carmel Hanna

Mr Danny Kennedy

Mr Alan McFarland

Mr John O’Dowd

In Attendance: Mr Stephen Graham (Assembly Clerk)
Mr Oliver Bellew (Assistant Assembly Clerk)
Miss Tara McKee (Clerical Supervisor)
Miss Paula McManus (Clerical Officer)
Mr Victor Hewitt (Specialist Adviser)

Apologies: Mr Alex Maskey Mr Nelson McCausland
11.05 am The meeting opened in closed session.

Apologies
Apologies are detailed above.

Minutes of Proceedings of meeting held on 19 May 2009
Members agreed the Minutes of Proceedings of the meeting held on 19 May 2009.
11.03 am Mrs Hanna joined the meeting

Presentation by the Specialist Adviser

Members considered a separate pack containing a summary paper prepared by the Specialist
Adviser, on ‘budgetary pressures’, based on the responses from the organisations providing
the range of policing and justice services.

11.11 am Mr Hewitt joined the meeting

The Chairperson welcomed Mr Hewitt to the meeting, and invited him to brief the Committee
on the summary paper.

11.13 am Mr Hamilton joined the meeting

11.15 Mr Attwood joined the meeting

This was followed by a question and answer session.
The session was recorded by Hansard.

Agreed: The Committee agreed that the Chairperson and Deputy Chairperson should
seek an urgent meeting with the First Minister and the deputy First Minister to
discuss, and agree, the terms of, and arrangements for, the proposed meeting,
in closed session, on 9 June 2009, and the mutual sharing of information.

The Chairperson thanked the Specialist Adviser for the presentation.

12.03 pm Mr Hewitt left the meeting
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12.06 pm The meeting opened in public session

6. Devolution of Policing and Justice Matters

Committee Briefing Paper 11/08/09 — Eleventh Revision — Consideration of the Category Two
List of Issues

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, the Chairperson
declared the following interests:

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

Members indicated that they had nothing further to report in relation to the Category Two List

of Issues.
Agreed: Members agreed to return to the Category Two List of Issues at the next meeting
of the Committee.
7. Date, time and place of next meeting

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, 9 June 2009 at 11.00 am, in Room 21, Parliament
Buildings, initially in closed session.

12.09 pm The Chairperson adjourned the meeting.

[EXTRACT]
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Tuesday, 9 June 2009
Room 21, Parliament Buildings

Present: Mr Jimmy Spratt (Chairperson)
Mr Raymond McCartney (Deputy Chairperson)
Mr Alex Attwood
Mr Simon Hamilton
Mrs Carmel Hanna
Mr Danny Kennedy
Mr Alan McFarland Mr John O’Dowd
Mr Alex Maskey
Mr Nelson McCausland

In Attendance: Mr Stephen Graham (Assembly Clerk)
Mr Oliver Bellew (Assistant Assembly Clerk)
Miss Tara McKee (Clerical Supervisor)
Miss Paula McManus (Clerical Officer)
Mr Tim Moore (Senior Researcher)
Ms Ruth Barry (Researcher)

11.05 am The meeting opened in closed session.

Apologies
There were no apologies

Minutes of Proceedings of meeting held on 26 May 2009
Members agreed the Minutes of Proceedings of the meeting held on 26 May 2009.

Chairperson’s Business

Report on the meeting with the First Minister and deputy First Minister, held on 2 June 2009.
11.10 am Mrs Hanna joined the meeting

11.12 am Mr Hamilton joined the meeting

11.13 am Mr Kennedy joined the meeting

11.14 am Mr O’'Dowd left the meeting

The Chairperson reported on the recent meeting with the First Minister and deputy First
Minister, in relation to the financial implications of devolving policing and justice matters.

11.18 am Mr McCausland left the meeting

Agreed: The Committee agreed to write to the First Minister and deputy First Minister to
thank them for the meeting, and to offer to share the emerging findings from the
Specialist Adviser and to invite the First Minister and deputy First Minister to a
Committee meeting, and at which the Specialist Adviser will present a paper on
29 June 2009, in closed session.

Agreed: The Committee agreed that the Minister for Finance & Personnel should also be
invited to attend the meeting on 29 June 2009.

Agreed: The Committee also agreed to write to the Secretary of State and ask him to
comment on the Special Adviser’'s emerging findings.

11.23 am The meeting opened in public session
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4. Correspondence

4.1 Members noted a letter dated 27 May 2009, from the First Minister and the deputy
First Minister in relation to the financial implications of devolving policing and justice
matters.

4.2 Members noted a letter from the Secretary of State, dated 31 May 2009, in relation to
the sharing of Protocols and Concordats.

Agreed: The Committee agreed that the Committee Clerk should obtain Annex A, referred
to in the correspondence, but omitted from the letter.

11.28 am Mr Attwood joined the meeting

Agreed: The Committee agreed to write again, to the Secretary of State, to seek
clarification on some of the points in the letter of 31 May 2009.

5. Research Papers — Public Prosecution Service

The Chairperson referred Members to a series of research papers on the Public Prosecution
Service.

The Chairperson welcomed Tim Moore and Ruth Barry from Assembly Research Services, and
invited them to brief the Committee on the three research papers.

This was followed by a question and answer session.
11.54 am Mr Kennedy left the meeting
11.57 am Mr McCausland left the meeting

Agreed: Members agreed that a representive of Assembly Legal Services should
accompany the Committee on the proposed visits to London and Edinburgh.

The Chairperson thanked Tim Moore and Ruth Barry.
12.02 pm Tim Moore and Ruth Barry left the meeting

6. Devolution of Policing and Justice Matters

Committee Briefing Paper 11/08/09 — Twelfth Revision — Consideration of the Category Two
List of Issues

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, the Chairperson
declared the following interests:

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, Mr Maskey declare
the following interests:

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

Members indicated that they had nothing further to report in relation to the Category Two List
of Issues.

Agreed: Members agreed to return to the Category Two List of Issues at the next meeting
of the Committee.

12.06 pm Mr O’'Dowd rejoined the meeting.
12.10 pm The Chairperson adjourned the meeting.

[EXTRACT]
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Tuesday, 23 June 2009
Room 21, Parliament Buildings

Present: Mr Jimmy Spratt (Chairperson)

Mr Raymond McCartney (Deputy Chairperson)
Mr Alex Attwood

Mr Simon Hamilton

Mr Danny Kennedy

Mr Alan McFarland

Mr John O’Dowd

Mr Alex Maskey

Mr lan Paisley Jr

In Attendance: Mr Stephen Graham (Assembly Clerk)
Mr Vincent Gribbin (Assistant Assembly Clerk)
Miss Tara McKee (Clerical Supervisor)
Miss Paula McManus (Clerical Officer)

11.10 am The meeting opened.

Apologies
There were no apologies.

Minutes of Proceedings of meeting held on 9 June 2009
Members agreed the Minutes of Proceedings of the meeting held on 9 June 2009.

Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.

11.16 am Mr Hamilton joined the meeting

Chairperson’s Business

Committee Visits

The Chairperson reported on the Committee’s visits to London and Edinburgh on 16, 17 and 18
June 20009.

The session was recorded by Hansard.

The Committee Clerk briefed Members on the arrangements for the Committee’s visit to
Dublin on Thursday 25 June 2009.

Devolution of Policing and Justice Matters
11.31 am Mr Maskey joined the meeting

Committee Briefing Paper 11/08/09 — Thirteenth Revision — Consideration of the Category
Two List of Issues

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, the Chairperson
declared the following interests:

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board
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In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, Mr Paisley declared
the following interests:

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, Mr Maskey declared
the following interests:

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

Members indicated that they had nothing further to report in relation to the Category Two List

of Issues.
Agreed: Members agreed to return to the Category Two List of Issues at the next meeting
of the Committee on 29 June 2009.
6. Financial Implications of the Devolution of Policing and Justice —

Arrangements for the meeting on 29 June

Members discussed the arrangements for the briefing session and the presentation by the
Specialist Adviser and the attendance of the First Minister, Deputy First Minister and Minister
for Finance and Personnel at the meeting on 29 June 2009.

There was some discussion about conducting part of the briefing session in public.

Agreed: The Committee agreed to have informal discussions with the Specialist Adviser,
in closed session, prior to the arrival of the First Minister, deputy First Minister
and Finance Minister.

The Committee reaffirmed its earlier decision to conduct its proceedings with
the First Minister, deputy First Minister and Finance Minister in closed session
commencing at 11:30 am.

The Committee agreed that Ministerial officials could be present at the meeting.

7. Correspondence — outgoing/incoming

Members noted the letter of 12 June 2009 providing the First Minister and deputy First
Minister, and also the Minister for Finance with the emerging findings of the Specialist Adviser
ahead of their attendance at the Committee on 29 June 2009.

Members noted the letter of 12 June 2009 to the Secretary of State notifying him of the
meeting with the First Minister and deputy First Minister and asking him for his comments on
the Specialist Adviser’s paper.

Members noted the letters of 31 May and 20 June 2009 from the Secretary of State about
Concordats and Protocols.

8. Date, time and place of next meeting

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, 29 June 2009 at 11.00 am, in Room 21,
Parliament Buildings.

11.49 am The Chairperson adjourned the meeting.

Mr Jimmy Spratt
Chairperson, Assembly and Executive Review Committee
29 June 20009.
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Monday, 29 June 2009
Room 21, Parliament Buildings

Present: Mr Jimmy Spratt (Chairperson)
Mr Raymond McCartney (Deputy Chairperson)
Mr Alex Attwood
Mr Simon Hamilton
Ms Carmel Hanna
Mr Danny Kennedy
Mr Nelson McCausland
Mr Alan McFarland
Mr John O’Dowd
Mr Alex Maskey

In Attendance: Mr Peter Robinson (First Minister)
Mr Martin McGuiness (deputy First Minister)
Mr Stephen Graham (Assembly Clerk)
Mr Vincent Gribbin (Assistant Assembly Clerk)
Miss Tara McKee (Clerical Supervisor)
Miss Paula McManus (Clerical Officer)

Apologies: Mr lan Paisley Jnr

11.09 am The meeting opened in closed session.

Financial Implications of the Devolution of Policing and Justice —

The Chairperson advised Members that the Minister for Finance and Personnel would not be
in attendance for the briefing by the Specialist Adviser.

A paper, by the Specialist Adviser, on the Financial Implications of the Devolution of Policing
and Justice and a letter of 26 June 2009, from the First Minister and Deputy First Minister,
were tabled for the attention of Members.

The Specialist Adviser briefed the Committee informally on his paper.

The Specialist Adviser stressed that it was his opinion that it would be beneficial for future
discussions and negotiations between all involved if a single set of figures regarding the
costs of devolving Policing and Justice were agreed.

The Chairperson reminded Members of the confidential nature of the discussions and the
papers under consideration.

Agreed: That the paper by the Specialist Adviser on the Financial Implications of
Devolving Policing and Justice and the letter of 22 June 2009 from the Secretary
of State be provided to the First Minister and deputy First Minister at the
beginning of the formal briefing session.

11:34 am The First Minister and the Deputy First Minister and their advisors joined the
meeting in closed session.

Following a short presentation by the Specialist Adviser, there was a general discussion and a
question and answer session.
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The First Minister and deputy First Minister acknowledged the work of the Committee and
made a number of points:

B That a single set of agreed figures would be beneficial and that it would be helpful if the
Specialist Adviser would clarify his figures with officials in the Office of the First Minister
and Deputy First Minister and the Department for Finance and Personnel.

®  That discussions with the NIO and the Treasury would continue and would include the
exploration of a suitable funding mechanism for funding Policing and Justice costs.

® That the process of appointing an Attorney General was progressing but that it was for
the Assembly to develop procedures to allow the Attorney General to report, relate to, and
speak in, the Assembly.

®  That the First Minister and deputy First Minister undertook to report to, and meet, the
Committee on a regular basis.

m That the Heywood Report had a narrow remit compared to the work of the Committee.
The Chairperson thanked the First Minister and deputy First Minister for their attendance.
12:25 pm The First Minister and Deputy First Minister left the meeting

12:29 pm Mr McCartney left the meeting

12:29 pm Ms Hanna left the meeting

12:30 pm the Committee went in to public session

2. Apologies
Apologies are detailed above.

3. Minutes of Proceedings of meeting held on 23 June 2009
Members agreed the Minutes of Proceedings of the meeting held on 23 June 2009.

5. Chairperson’s Business
Committee Visits

The Clerk reported on the Committee’s visit to Dublin on 25 June 2009.
The session was recorded by Hansard

12:35 pm Ms Hanna returned to the meeting

6. Devolution of Policing and Justice Matters

Committee Briefing Paper 11/08/09 — Fourteenth Revision — Consideration of the Category
Two List of Issues

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, the Chairperson
declared the following interests:

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, Mr McCausland
declared the following interests:

B Member of the Belfast District Policing Partnership

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, Mr Maskey declared
the following interests:

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board
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Members indicated that they had nothing further to report in relation to the Category Two List
of Issues.

Agreed: Members agreed to return to the Category Two List of Issues at the next meeting
of the Committee, and to meet over the summer if necessary.

Agreed: That the Chairperson, in consultation with the deputy Chairperson should, if
necessary, and depending on political developments, convene a meeting or
meetings of the Committee during recess.

The session was recorded by Hansard

Correspondence — outgoing/incoming

Members noted letters of thanks to those who hosted the Committee’s recent visits to
Edinburgh and London.

Members noted the letter of 22 June 2009 from the Secretary of State on the emerging
findings of the Specialist Adviser.

11.49 am The Chairperson adjourned the meeting.

[EXTRACT]
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Tuesday, 15 September 2009
Room 21, Parliament Buildings

Present: Mr Jimmy Spratt (Chairperson)
Mr Raymond McCartney (Deputy Chairperson)
Mr Alex Attwood
Mr Nigel Dodds
Mr Simon Hamilton
Ms Carmel Hanna Mr Danny Kennedy
Mr Alan McFarland
Mr Alex Maskey
Mr John O’Dowd
Mr lan Paisley Jnr

In Attendance: Mr Stephen Graham (Assembly Clerk)
Mr Vincent Gribbin (Assistant Assembly Clerk)
Miss Tara McKee (Clerical Supervisor)
Miss Paula McManus (Clerical Officer)

Apologies:

11.10 am The meeting opened.

1. Apologies
There were no apologies.

6. Correspondence — outgoing/incoming
Members noted outgoing correspondence.

Members noted the letter of 20 August 2009 from the Minister of Justice, Equality and Law
Reform in relation to their meeting with him on 25 June 2009. In particular, Members noted
paragraph 4 of the letter explaining that Committees of the Oireachtas do not normally
question the Garda Commissioner and the Minister of Justice, Equality and Law Reform

on issues of National Security: that operational matters are the responsibility of the Garda
Commissioner, and that policy is the responsibility of the Minister.

11:20 am Mr Dodds joined the meeting.
The Chairperson welcomed Mr Dodds to the meeting as a new Member of the Committee.

In relation to the remit of the Committee, Mr Dodds declared his interests.
. Member of Parliament for North Belfast

®  Member of Belfast City Council

Agreed: The Committee agreed to write to Nelson McCausland, to thank him for his
contribution to the Committee and to wish him well in his new role as the
Minister for Culture, Arts and Leisure.

Members noted a letter from the First Minister and deputy First Minister about the Efficiency
Review Panel.

Members noted a letter from the Northern Ireland Policing Board about efficiency savings.

Agreed: The Committee agreed to forward the letter from the Northern Ireland Policing
Board to the Specialist Adviser.
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Draft Department of Justice Bill

Members noted that the Second Stage of the Bill on 22 September 2009 coincided with the
Committees next meeting.

Agreed: The Committee agreed to change the time of its next meeting 10:00 am on 22
September 2009 to enable members to participate in the Plenary debate.

11:31 am Mr Maskey joined the meeting.

Devolution of Policing and Justice

Committee Briefing Paper 11/08/09 — Sixteenth Revision — Consideration of the Category
Two List of Issues

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, the Chairperson
declared the following interests:

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board
The Chairperson invited Members to declare their relevant interests.
Members declared the following interests:

Alex Attwood

®  Member of Belfast District Policing Partnership

Alex Maskey

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

lan Paisley Jnr

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board
There was a general discussion about the devolution of policing and justice matters.

Agreed: The Committee agreed to invite the Specialist Adviser to present his latest
report to the Committee, in closed session, on 29 September 2009.

Agreed: The Committee agreed to write to the Secretary of State seeking an update on a
number of issues:

® The Heywood Report

®  The proportion of the Northern Ireland Office budget which would transfer at the point of
devolution together with details of the amount required to fund the Northern Ireland Office.

m  Update on the Ashdown Report

B The Memoranda of Understanding

Agreed: The Committee also agreed to write to OFMDFM seeking an update on a number
of issues:

® The role of the Attorney General.

B An update on the negotiations to secure sufficient funding for the devolution of policing
and justice powers.

Agreed: The Committee agreed to write to the Public Prosecution Service (PPS) to seek
his view on item G of the Category Two list regarding what Department the PPS
should be part of.
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Members indicated that they had nothing further to report in relation to the Category Two List
of Issues.

Agreed: The SDLP indicated that the Committee agreed to schedule a specific discussion
on the Public Prosecution Service into a future meeting at which a paper from
the SDLP would be discussed.

11:54 am Mr Paisley Jnr left the meeting.
The session was recorded by Hansard

12.44 pm The Chairperson adjourned the meeting.
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Tuesday, 22 September 2009
Room 21, Parliament Buildings

Present: Mr Jimmy Spratt (Chairperson)

Mr Alex Attwood

Mr Simon Hamilton

Mr Danny Kennedy

Mr Alan McFarland

Mr Alex Maskey

Mr John O’Dowd

Mr lan Paisley Jnr

In Attendance: Mr Stephen Graham (Assembly Clerk)
Mr Vincent Gribbin (Assistant Assembly Clerk)
Mr Gerard Rosato (Clerical Supervisor)
Miss Paula McManus (Clerical Officer)

10.12 am The meeting opened.

Apologies

Mr Raymond McCartney (Deputy Chairperson)
Ms Carmel Hanna

Minutes of Proceedings of meeting held on 15 September 2009

Agreed: Members agreed the Minutes of Proceedings of the meeting held on 15
September 2009.

Matters Arising
Members noted the briefing paper on the duration of meetings of the Committee.

Members noted the Declaration of Interests for Nigel Dodds.

Correspondence — outgoing/incoming

Members noted the outgoing and incoming correspondence including a letter, tabled, from
the Chairman of the Committee of Procedures, requesting the Committee’s views on whether
it would be willing to conduct a review, by 2012, of the new arrangements established by the
Northern Ireland Act 2009 about judicial appointments and removals.

Agreed: Members agreed to reflect on the request and discuss it at the next Committee
meeting of 29 September 2009.

Devolution of Policing and Justice

Committee Briefing Paper 11/08/09 — Sixteenth Revision — Consideration of the Category
Two List of Issues

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, the Chairperson
declared the following interests:

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board
The Chairperson invited Members to declare their relevant interests.

Members declared the following interests:

77



Second Report on the Arrangements for the Devolution of Policing and Justice Matters — Volume One

Alex Attwood

®  Member of Belfast District Policing Partnership

Alex Maskey

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

lan Paisley Jnr

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board
The session was recorded by Hansard
7. Forward Work Programme
10:20 am Mr Kennedy joined the Meeting
Members considered the Committee’s Forward Work Programme.

Agreed: Members agreed that the Committee’s Forward Work Programme should be
adjusted to reflect the key priorities for the 2009/2010 session.

Agreed: Members agreed that the Chairman should write to the Chairperson of the
Committee on Procedures to request an update on progress on Standing Orders
relating to the devolution of policing and justice matters.

10:30 am Mr Maskey left the Meeting
8. Chairperson’s Business
10:37 am Mr Kennedy left the Meeting
Members were asked to consider the draft Official Report of the meeting of 15 September 2009.

Agreed: Members agreed to review pages 1-9 of the Official Report of the meeting of 15
September 2009 and whether or not this section should be published as part of
the Official Report and to inform Committee staff before the next meeting.

10:45 am Mr Attwood left the meeting.
10.47 pm The Chairperson adjourned the meeting.

[EXTRACT]
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Tuesday, 29 September 2009
Room 21, Parliament Buildings

Present: Mr Jimmy Spratt (Chairperson)
Mr Nigel Dodds
Mr Simon Hamilton
Mrs Carmel Hanna
Mr Danny Kennedy
Mr Raymond McCartney
Mr Alan McFarland Mr Alex Maskey
Mr John O’Dowd

In Attendance: Mr Stephen Graham (Assembly Clerk)
Mr Vincent Gribbin (Assistant Assembly Clerk)
Miss Tara McKee (Clerical Supervisor)
Miss Paula McManus (Clerical Officer)
Mr Victor Hewitt (Specialist Adviser)

11.06 am The meeting opened in closed session.
Apologies

Mr Alex Attwood

Mr lan Paisley Jnr

11:10 am Mr Dodds joined the Meeting

Financial Implications of Policing and Justice Matters

In relation to the issue of the devolution of policing and justice matters, the Chairperson
declared the following interests:

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board
The Chairperson invited Members to declare their relevant interests.
Members declared the following interests:

Alex Maskey

®  Member of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

A paper, by the Specialist Adviser, on the Financial Implications of the Devolution of Policing
and Justice was tabled for the attention of Members.

The Specialist Adviser briefed the Committee on his paper.
11:31 am Mr McCartney left the meeting
11:34 am Mr McCartney joined the meeting

Members of the Committee sought clarification on a number of issues contained within the
report.

Agreed: Members agreed to request clarification on a number of matters from the
Policing Board and the Northern Ireland Office.

11:40 am The Specialist Adviser left the Meeting

11:44 am The Committee went in to public session
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3.

Minutes of Proceedings of meeting held on 22 September 2009
Members agreed the Minutes of Proceedings of the meeting held on 22 September 2009.

Matters Arising

Members considered the letter of 21 September 2009, from the Committee on Procedures
requesting that the Assembly and Executive Review Committee agree to review the
arrangements for judicial appointments and removals.

Agreed: Members agreed to include the review of arrangements for judicial appointments
and removals into the Committee’s Forward Work Programme, and to write to the
Committee on Procedures to that effect.

Members considered pages 1-9 of the draft Official Report of proceedings on
22 September 2009.

Agreed: Members agreed to the inclusion of pages 1-9 of the draft Official Report for
publication in a future report.

Forward Work Programme

Members considered the latest version of the Forward Work Programme and a letter to the
Committee on Procedures about progress on Standing Orders relating to the devolution of
policing and justice matters.

Agreed: Members agreed the Forward Work Programme, as amended.

Department of Justice Bill

Members considered a letter dated 17 September 2009, from the Committee for the Office
of the First Minister and Deputy First Minister, inviting the Committee to comment on the
Department of Justice Bill.

Members considered a Committee Office briefing paper detailing the issues contained in the
Department of Justice Bill that have been previously considered by the Committee.

Agreed: Members agreed that the Chairman should write to the Committee for the Office
of the First Minister and Deputy First Minister enclosing a copy of the table
included in the briefing paper.

Correspondence — outgoing/incoming

Members noted a letter to the Northern Ireland Legal Services Commission, responding to
their request for comments on the Commission’s draft Funding Code.

Members noted a letter dated 29 September 2009, from the Office of the First Minister and
Deputy First Minister on the devolution of policing and justice matters.

11:56 am Mr Kennedy joined the meeting

Devolution of Policing and Justice matters

Committee Briefing Paper 11/08/09 — Seventeenth Revision — Consideration of the Category
Two List of Issue