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1. Use of snares in Europe for hunting 
 
 
1.1 Introduction 
 
 
The United Kingdom is one of only five countries within the European Union which 
permits the use of snares, the others being Ireland, France, Spain and Belgium. In 
the other EU countries where snaring is permitted there is a more stringent regulatory 
regime than is the case in the UK1.  However, it has proved impossible to get any 
information on the use of snares in hunting of rabbits for food in any of the countries 
requested.   
 
A report on the use of snares in Europe, compiled by the Euro Group for Animals, is 
in appendix 1.  However, there is relatively little detail on the legislative aspects of 
snaring and the report is not specifically related to hunting rabbits with snares for 
food. 
 
The following sections outline the information that could be established for each of 
the countries.  In addition, there is a section on commercial rabbit production to give 
an indication of the extent of rabbit farming.  Although there are no figures for the 
numbers of rabbits caught by snares and intended for consumption, the figures for 
rabbit farming may indicate that the majority of rabbits intended for consumption are 
farmed and not caught in snares. 
 
 
1.2 Hunting rabbits for food with snares 
 
 
Spain – The rabbit population in Spain was decimated by myxomatosis in 1953 with 
mortality rates of 95-100%.  In the 1980s as the rabbit population was beginning to 
recover a second disease, Rabbit Haemorrhagic disease virus, again decimated the 
rabbit population.  In many areas rabbits have yet to recover2.  This may indicate that 
snaring of rabbits for food is not as prevalent as it was when the rabbit numbers were 
much higher.  According to the Euro Group for Animals permission for the use of 
snares can be granted although very few applications actually take place3.  No 
specific information can be sourced about the prevalence of hunting rabbits for food. 
                                                 
1 Consultation on Snaring Practices in Scotland: Analysis of responses (2006) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2007/08/23111220/6 
2 http://www.iberianature.com/spainblog/category/mammals/rabbits-in-spain/ 
3 Eurogroup for Animals.  Short report on MS laws concerning the use of snares – September 
2004 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2007/08/23111220/6
http://www.iberianature.com/spainblog/category/mammals/rabbits-in-spain/
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1.3 Belgium – No information could be sourced on hunting of rabbits for food 
using snares. 

  
 
1.4 France – Hunting in France in broadly divided into three sectors4: 
 

• Ordinary hunting on foot or horseback perhaps with the use of dogs.  The 
trend is towards belonging to and using the dogs of a co-operative hunting 
dog association (societe de chasse). 

 
• Deterrage – the hunting on foot or horseback of game that swells 

underground, principally fox or badger.  There is an estimated 1750 
underground hunting packs. 

 
• Venerie – the pursuit of game by large packs of dogs followed by mounted 

hunters who use no firearms.  Game includes boar, hare, rabbit, red deer and 
roe deer. 

 
This information suggest that hunting with snares is not one of the main hunting 
sectors however no specific information could be sourced on hunting of rabbits for 
food using snares. 
 
 
1.5 Scotland 
 
The Scottish government, after public consultation, decided not to ban snares but 
instead to focus on attempting to eliminate bad practice.  The package of measures 
is as follows5: 
 

• The compulsory fitting of crimped safety stops to prevent the noose closing 
too far and inflicting damage, which on its own has the potential to bring about 
a huge improvement in the welfare of animals restrained by snares  

• The compulsory fitting of ID tags on snares which will allow identification of 
their owner by the authorities, but will not allow identification by casual 
passers-by  

• The action of a snare must be checked before it is set  
• Any snare which is not staked in place must be fixed with an anchor that 

cannot be dragged away  
• The setting of snares on posts, over water courses, on planks or fences will 

be prohibited as this can cause unnecessary suffering to the target  
• Areas where snaring is taking place will be clearly marked with signs  
• The way in which a new offence of tampering with a lawfully set snare could 

be created will be considered - this is required both in terms of good 
governance and because tampering with snares, even for the best of 
reasons, can sometimes (even unwittingly) make their effects more deadly 
and cruel. 

• Legal status for a new land management industry accreditation scheme, 
which aims to ensure that within a fixed period everyone who sets a snare will 
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4 http://www.howtobooks.co.uk/abroad/france/hunting.asp 
5 Use of Snares.  News Release.  The Scottish Government.  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2008/02/20125138 
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http://www.howtobooks.co.uk/abroad/france/hunting.asp
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2008/02/20125138
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require to have received training in best practice and the law - eventually no 
one without such training will be allowed to set a snare 

The relevant legislation is The Snares (Scotland) Order 20106 and comes into force 
on 11th March 2010. 
 
 
1.6 Republic of Ireland 
 
Wildlife in Ireland is protected by a piece of legislation known as the Wildlife Act, 
1976 as amended. The purpose of this legislation is the conservation of the wildlife  
(flora and fauna (including game). 
 
Section 34 of the Wildlife Act prohibits the use of traps or snares to hunt or capture 
protected wild animals.  Rabbits are not a protected species.  However, no specific 
information could be sourced on hunting of rabbits for food using snares. 
 
 
2. Commercial Rabbit Production in Europe 
 
Although no comparable statistics are available it is likely that the farmed production 
of rabbits for food in the EU far exceeds the number of rabbits caught for food by 
snaring.  In the Netherlands and Belgium there are also significant commercial rabbit 
production which together amounts to 30, 000 TEC (tonnes equivalent carcases)7.  
Table 1 shows the volume of rabbit meat production in the EU. 
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6 http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/ssi2010/ssi_20100008_en_1 
7 Colin, M.and Lebas, F. (1995) Les lapins dans le monde.  Association Française de 
Cuniculture quoted in ‘The Impact of the current housing and husbandry systems on the 
health and welfare of farmed domestic rabbits’.  European Food Safety Authority – Animal 
Health and Welfare Panel 2005 
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Table 1 Rabbit meat production in Europe in 200308 (TEC – Tonnes Equivalent 
Carcases) 
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Appendix 1 
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